'ALEXANDER  MEAN 
October  19th.  1821.  0.  S. 


31 0  b  it  (fartrr  to  to  n 


Ctbntry 

Wttnmt  Huiuevsttu 


The  Gift  of 
The  Associates  of 
The  John  Carter  Brown  Library 


/ 


\ 


THE 


Female  American; 


OR,  THE 


ADVENTURES 


O  F 


V 


UNCA  ELIZA  WINKFIELD. 

COMPILED  BY  HERSELF. 
IN  TWO  VOLUMES. 
VOL.  I. 

LONDON: 


Printed  for  FRANCIS  NOBLE,  at  his  Circulating 
Library,  oppoiit t  Gray  s-lnn  Gate,  Holboitrn ; 


AND 


JOHN  NOBLE,  at  his  Circulating  Library,  in 
St.  Martin* s-Courty  near  Leicejier-Square . 


MDCCLXVIL 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


'"’I  ^  H  E  following  extraordina¬ 
ry  Hiflory  will  prove  either 
acceptable  or  not  to  the  reader  j 
in  either  cafe,  it  ought  to  be  a 
matter  of  indifference  to  him  from 
what  quarter,  or  by  what  means, 
he  receives  it. 

But  if  curiofity  demands  a  fa- 
tisfa&ion  of  this  kind,  all  that  he 
can  receive  is  only  this,  that  I 
found  it  among  the  papers  of  my 
late  father. 

Upon  a  perufal  of  it,  I  found 
it  both  pleafing  and  inftruflive, 

A  2 


not 
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not  unworthy  of  the  moft  fen- 
fible  reader  ;  highly  fit  to  be  pe- 
rufed  by  the  youth  of  both  fexes, 
as  a  rational,  moral  entertain¬ 
ment  ;  and,  as  fuch,  I  doubt  not, 
but  that  it  will  defcend  to  late 
pofterity,  when,  moft  of  its  co¬ 
temporaries,  founded  only  in 
fiftion,  will  have  been  long  for¬ 
gotten. 

The  Editor. 
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CHAP.  I. 

Motives  for  writing  this  hijlory ;  difcovery 
of  Virginia  ;  the  author’s  grandfather 
fettles  there ;  he  is  killed  by  the  natives ; 
his  fon  is  taken  prifoner ,  but  is  faved  by 
one  of  the  king’s  daughters . 


TH  E  following  hiftory  of  my  life 
I  never  completely  related  but 
to  one  perfon  ;  and  at  that  time 
had  no  intention  of  committing  it  to 
writing  :  but  finding  the  remembrance  of 
Vot.  I.  B  b 
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it  burdenfome  to  my  memory,  I  thought 
I  might,  in  fome  degree,  exonerate  my- 
felf,  by  digefting  the  mod  material  events 

in  the  form  of  an  hiftory  ;  for  which  pur- 

✓ 

pofe  I  collected  together  fuch  loofe  me¬ 
morandums  as  I  had  occafionally  made, 
which  have  enabled  me  to  render  the  fol¬ 
lowing  relation  more  regular  and  com¬ 
plete  than  otherwife  it  could  have  been, 
had  I  been  obliged  to  truft  only  to  the 
power  of  recollection  :  how,  and  why, 
I  afterwards  came  otherwife  to  difpofe  of 
it  will  appear  in  due  time.  The  lives 
of  women  being  commonly  domeftick, 
•the  occurrences  of  them  are  generally 
pretty  nearly  of  the  fame  kind  ;  whilft 
thofe  of  men,  frequently  more  vagrant, 
fubject  them  often  to  experience  greater 
viciffitudes,  many  times  wonderful  and 
ftrange.  Though  a  woman,  it  has  been  my 

W  I  ^ 
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lot  tohaveexperiencedmuch  of  the  latter; 
for  fo  wonderful,  ftrange,  and  uncommon 
have  been  the  events  of  my  life,  that 
true  hiftory,  perhaps,  never  recorded 
any  that  were  more  fo.  However,  I 
fhall  not  endeavour  to  extort  the  reader’s 
credence  of  them,  if  fuch  my  work 
fhould  ever  have  any,  by  folemn  profeffi- 
ons  of  veracity  j  for,  perhaps,  they  may 
never  be  read  ;  but  if  they  fhould,  I 
think  the  greateft  fceptic  will  allow, 
uncommon  as  they  are,  that  they  do 
not  exceed  the  bounds  of  probability. 
Here  are  two  ends  they  cannot  fail  of 
anfwering,  rational  entertainment,  and 
mental  improvement.  To  proceed  then : 

The  peaceful  reign  of  king  James  I.  of 
England  gave  opportunity  to  the  firffc 
attempt  of  the  Englilh  to  make  a  fettle- 
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ment  in  the  Indies,  at  a  place  called, 
originally,  Wingandacoa,  part  of  the 
continent  adjoining  to  Florida,  called 
afterwards  Virginia,  in  honour  of  our 
maiden  queen  Elizabeth,  of  blefled 
memory.  As  this  place  was  firft  dif- 
covered  by  the  great  Sir  Walter  Raleigh, 
he  obtained  letters  patent  to  fettle  a  plan¬ 
tation  there.  Anno  Dom.  1584.  But  it 
•was  fome  years  after  that  time  before 
any  colony  was  fent  there.  The  firft 
plantation  that  proved  fuccefsful,  was 
began  in  1607:  at  this  time  a  colony 
arrived  there  of  about  an  hundred  per- 
fons,  among  the  condudors  of  whom 
was  Mr.  Edward  Maria  Winkfield,  my 
grand- father ;  but  as  many  of  thefe 
died,  a  further  fupply  was  fent  the  year 
after,  under  the  care  of  captain  Nilfon  ; 

and  again  more  in  1610,  1611,  1612. 

In 
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In  1 6 1 8,  the  fettlement  was  thought 
of  confequence  enough  to  receive  a  go¬ 
vernor  from  England.  A  very  large 
colony  arrived  there  two  years  after  ; 
arid  now  the  new-comers  formed  them- 
felves  into  corporations.  The  fir  ft,  and 
principal  town,  was  honoured  with  the 
name  of  king  James.  But  the  happy 
profpect,  with  which  the  new-comers 
flattered  themfelves,  was  unhappily  ob- 
fcured  by  the  native  Indians,  who  came 
unexpectedly  upon  them,  and  maflacred 
three  hundred  of  them  ;  but  this  lofs 
was  loon  repaired  by  a  frefh  recruit  from 

England. - Thus  much  for  the  firft 

peopling  my  native  country. 

The  plantation  which  my  grandfather 
firft  began,  and  which  was  the  largeft 
and  mod  fuccefsful,  devolved  in  a  flou- 
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rifliing  flate  to  my  father,  Mr.  William 
Winkfield,  of  whom  I  muft  relate  a 
very  extraordinary  adventure,  as  it  gave 
occafion  to  his  growing  more  fuddenly 
rich  than  he  could  have  done  by  an  in¬ 
fant  plantation,  and  gave  birth  to  me  ; 
and  in  the  confequences  of  it  effected  a 
more  happy  ifiue  to  my  future  adven¬ 
tures  than  could  otherwife  have  hap¬ 
pened. 

At  the  time  of  the  maflacre,  men¬ 
tioned  above,  my  grandfather  was  killed, 
and  my  father,  with  a  few  more,  was 
taken  prifoners  by  the  Indians  j  and  as 
it  was  a  very  dark  night,  was  hurried 
along  many  miles  before  he  could  per¬ 
fectly  difcover  any  objects:  at  length  the 
riling  fun  difcovered  to  his  view,  atfome 
diltance,  a  large  river  with  a  great  num- 
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ber  of  boats  on  it  •,  into  one  of  thele  he 
was  forced,  and  then  bound  hand  and 
foot.  In  a  little  time  all  the  boats  were 
in  motion,  and  for  fome  hours  con¬ 
tinued  to  go  with  great  rapidity.  My 
father  had  now  but  too  much  time  to 
refledt  on  his  unpromifing  flotation,  and 
recalling  to  his  mind  the  words  of  his 
elder  brother,  whom  he  had  left  in 
England,  he  thought  them  unhappily 
predictive. 

1  '  I 

He  was  a  clergyman,  and  one  of  true 
piety  and  found  erudition.  When  his 
brother,  my  father,  was  about  to  quit 
England,  with  their  father,  to  fettle  in 

this  new  difcovered  country,  “  My 
“  dear  brother  Bill,  faid  he,  I  know 
“  too  well  my  duty  to  my  father  to 
i€  remonftrate  againft  any  adion  of  his. 
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“  though  in  fecret  I  may  dread  the 
4C  confequence  ;  but  as  I  am  your  bro- 
€‘  ther,  and  your  elder,  I  may  prefume 
6t  to  give  my  opinion  ;  may  it  not  be 
“  prophetic !  We  have  no  right  to 
45  invade  the  country  of  another,  and 

I  fear  invaders  will  always  meet  a 
44  curie;  but  as  your  youth  difenables 
tc  you  from  viewing  this  expedition  in 
4C  that  equitable  light  that  it  ought  to 
be  looked  on,  may  your  fufierings  be 

“  proportionably  light!  for  our  God 
“  is  juft,  and  will  weigh  our  actions  in  a 
44  juft  feale.” 

My  father  at  this  time  was  about 
twenty  years  old,  of  a  remarkable  fair 
complexion  for  a  man,  with  brown  hair, 
black  eyes,  and  was  well  fhaped.  I 

ftiould 
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Ihould  net  give  a  defeription  of  his  per- 

fon,  but  that  to  it  he  owed,  as  it  feems, 
his  future  prefervation.  The  Indians 
continued  their  voyage  above  four  or 
five  hours,  when  they  flopped  on  the 
fame  fide  of  the  fhore  on  which  they  had 
embarked.  As  foon  as  they  were  landed, 
my  father,  with  five  other  Englifh  cap¬ 
tives,  tied  one  to  another,  were  drove,  like 
fheep,  many  miles  up  the  country,  and 
then  lodged  in  a  cabin  till  next  day  ; 
however,  in  the  interim,  they  were  plen¬ 
tifully  fupplied  with  dried  Indian  corn, 
dried  goats  flefh,  and  a  kind  of  fmall 
wine,  but  thick,  though  well  flavoured* 
They  had  heard  that  fome  of  the  Indi¬ 
ans  were  men-eaters,  and  thought  thefe 
were  fuch,  or  that  they  would  not  have 
ted  them  fo  plentifully  but  to  render 

B  5  them, 
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them,  as  we  do  hogs,  the  better  food  : 
however,  in  this  they  were  miftaken. 

The  next  day,  foon  after  fun-rifing, 
my  father  and  his  five  unhappy  com¬ 
panions  were  brought  out  of  their  cabin; 
their  cloaths  were  taken  off,  and  they 
placed  in  a  circle  formed  by  a  great 
number  of  Indians  of  both  iexes,  all 
naked,  except  a  fmall  covering  of  fo¬ 
liage  about  their  middle,  which  decently 
covered  the  diftindion  of  fexes.  This 
local  covering  of  feveral  of  the  females 
was  compofed  of  beautiful  flowers.  The 
unhappy  captives  flood  amidfl  this'  af- 
fembly  a  confiderable  time,  whilft  a  ve¬ 
nerable  old  man  feemed  to  addrefs  them 
In  a  pathetic  manner,  for  tears  accom¬ 
panied  his  words.  Fie  was,  as  my 
father  afterwards  learned,  their  king, 

and 
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and  of  a  very  numerous  people  ;  and 
the  purport  of  his  long  fpeech  was 

this  : 

“  Men,  for  I  fee  you  have  legs* 

> 

“  arms,  and  heads  as  we  have,  look  to 
“  the  fun/’  here  he  pointed  up  to  that 
luminary,  “  he  is  our  god,  is  he  yours? 
ic  He  made  us,  he  warms  us,  he  lights 
u  us,  he  makes  our  corn  and  grafs  to 
“  grow,  we  love  and  praife  him  *,  did 
u  he  make  you?-— did  he  fend  you  to 
c£  punifh  us  ?  if  he  did,  we  will  die* 

“  here  are  our  bows  and  arrows,  kill 
4C  us.”  Saying  this,  they  all  threw 
their  bows  and  arrows  within  the  cir¬ 
cle,  between  themfelves  and  the  cap¬ 
tives.  Not  then  knowing  their  meaning, 
they  flood  filent;  the  king  then  con-  4 

tinued  his  fpeech,  “  Our  god  is  not 

“  angry* 
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iC  angry;  the  evil  being  who  made  you 
<c  has  lent  you  into  our  land  to  kill  us; 

we  know  you  not,  and  have  never 
<c  offended  you  ;  why  then  have  you 
taken  poffeflion  of  our  lands,  ate  our 
c<  fruits,  and  made  our  countrymen  pri- 
cc  foners  ?  Had  you  no  lands  of  your 
cc  own  ?  Why  did  you  not  afk?  we 
<c  would  have  given  you  fome.  Speak.’5 
It  feems  they  had  no  idea  that  there 
are  more  languages  than  one ;  there¬ 
fore  taking  their  filence  for  a  confeffion 
of  guilt,  their  king  proceeded,  “  You 
“  defigned  to  kill  us,  but  we  hurt  no 
<c  man  who  has  not  firft  offended  us ; 
a  our  god  has  given  you  into  our 
hands,  and  you  muff:  die/5 

This  faid,  the  Indians  took  up  their 
bows  and  arrows,  whilft  others  bound 

my 
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my  father  and  his  five  unhappy  country¬ 
men,  and  cut  off  the  heads  of  the  latter, 
one  after  another.  My  father  expected 
the  fame  fate;  but  juft  as  the  executioner 
was  about  to  give  the  ftroke,  a  maiden, 
who  ftood  by  the  king,  and  whofe  neck, 
breaft,  and  arms,  were  curioufiy  adorn¬ 
ed  with  jewels,  diamonds,  and  folid 
pieces  of  gold  and  filver,  and  who  was 
one  of  the  king’s  daughters,  ftroked  my 
father  with  a  wand.  This  was  the 
fignal  for  deliverance  *,  he  was  imme¬ 
diately  unbound,  and  a  covering,  like 
that  the  Indians  wore,  was  pjut  round 
his  body,  and  a  kind  of  chain,  formed  of 
long  grafs,  round  his  neck,  of  a  con- 
fiderable  length,  one  end  of  which  the 
princefs  took  hold  of,  and  gently  led 
him  along,  till  fhe  came  to  a  bower 
compofed  of  the  moft  pleafing  greens, 

de- 
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delightfully  variegated  with  the  moft 
beautiful  flowers  ;  a  ihady  defence  frofh 
the  fun,  which  then  fhone  with  uncom¬ 
mon  heat.  Beneath,  was  a  large  collec¬ 
tion  of  leaves,  which  covered  the  whole 
furface  of  the  ground  to  a  great  depth  j 
here  fhe  made  him  fit,  none  prefent  but 
themfelves.  She  feated  herfelf  by  him, 
viewed  him  with  great  attention  from 
head  to  foor,  felt  his  face  and  hands, 
but  with  the  greateft  modefly.  She 
then  arofe,  and  going  out  returned  pre- 
fently  with  a  cocoa  nut  fhell,  and  drink¬ 
ing  firft,  prefented  him  the  remainder 
of  a  liquor  of  moft  delicious  tafte,  of 
the  vinous  kind  •,  at  the  fame  time  of¬ 
fering  him  a  bafket  of  various  fruits. 
My  father  freely  accepted  of  both,  and 
found  himfelf  furprizingly  refreflied. 
She  then  made  a  fign  to  him  to  lie 

down. 


down,  and  with  looks  of  ineffable  tender- 
nefs,  retired  ;  having  firft  laid  her  bow  and 
quiver  filled  with  arrows  by  him,  and  fatt¬ 
ened  the  door  of  the  bower  with  a  twig. 

This  tender  and  extraordinary  treat¬ 
ment  had  fo  far  compofed  my  father’s 
mind,  that,  joined  with  dje  excelfive  heat 
of  the  day,  and  the  wine  together,  he 
was  fo  much  overcome,  that  he  infen- 
fibly  fell  afleep,  amidft  his  reflections 
on  this  ftrange  adventure.  When  he 
awoke,  he  found  two  Indian  flaves  fan¬ 
ning  and  defending  him  from  the  flies; 
which  in  that  country  are  very  hurtful. 
No  fooner  did  they  perceive  he  was  a- 
wake,  but  one  of  his  attendants  with¬ 
drew,  and  prefently  returned,  I  cannot 
fay  with  his  fair,  but  with  his  black  de¬ 
liverer,  who,  fmiling,  gently  pulled 
him  by  his  chain,  and  led  hirrg 
now  willing  and  fearlefs,  to  a  neigh- 
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bouring  cabin,  greatly  diftinguifhed 
from  thofe  about  it,  both  bv  its  large- 
nefs  and  elegance. 

Here  he  again  faw  the  king,  before 
whom  he  bowed;  whilft  his  patronefs 
prefented  the  end  of  the  chain  fhe  held 
to  her  father,  who  with  much  feeming 
affability  returned  it  to  his  daughter- 
By  this  aft  my  father  underftocd  he 
gave  him  as  a  captive  to  his  daughter, 
who,  immediately  breaking  the  chain 
from  around  his  neck,  threw  it  at 
his  feet,  making  a  motion  to  him  that 
he  Ihould  fet  his  foot  upon  it,  which  he 
having  done,  fhe  clapt  her  hands,  and 
cried  out,  Hal  a  pana'  chi  nu ,  “  great 
peace  be  to  you.” 

Though  my  father  did  not  then  un- 
derftand  her  words,  he  could  not  but 


con- 
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conceive  her  actions  as  declarative  of 
his  liberty  *,  for  actions  are  a  kind  of 
univerlal  language:  he  therefore  threw 
himfelf  at  her  feet,  when  fhe  in  return 
offered  him  her  hand  to  rife,  and  then 
led  him  into  another  cabin,  completely 
furnifhed  after  the  Indian  manner.  Here 

i 

he  found  the  two  Indian  Haves  who  had 
attended  him  in  the  bower:  thefe  the 
princefs  prefented  to  him,  and  whom  by 
the  homage  they  paid  him,  he  under- 
ftood  he  was  to  confider  as  his  Haves. 
His  deaths  which  had  been  taken  from 
him,  together  with  thofe  of  his  lefs  hap¬ 
py  companions,  were  brought  to  him. 

The  princefs  continued  fome  hours 
with  him,  and  they  participated  of  a 
collation  of  fruits,  whilft  the  princefs 
continually  talked  to  him,  as  if  he  had 

under- 
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underftood  her  language.  This  a°ree- 

O  O  D 

able  fociety  continued  feveral  weeks, 
fhevifuing  him  every  day,  fhewing  him 
the  neighbouring  fountains,  woods,  and 
walks,  and  every  thing  that  could  a- 
mufe.  At  laft  my  father  began  to 
underftand  her  language,  which  re¬ 
doubled  all  her  paft  pleafures,  when,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  fimplicity  of  the  uncor- 
rupted  Indians,  fhe  declared  that  love 
for  him,  which  he  had  long  before  un- 
derftood  by  her  adtions. 

Though  a  complexion  fo  different* 
as  that  of  the  princefs  from  an  Euro¬ 
pean,  cannot  but  at  firft  difguft,  yet  by 
degrees  my  father  grew  infenfible  to 
the  difference,  and  in  other  refpedls  her 

perfon  was  not  inferior  to  that  of  the 
greateft  European  beauty^  but  what 
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was  more,  her  underftanding  was  un¬ 
commonly  great,  pleafantly  lively,  and 
wonderfully  comprehenfive,  even  of 
fubjeCts  unknown  to  her,  till  informed 
of  them  by  my  father,  who  took  ex¬ 
traordinary  pains  to  inftruCt  her  *,  for 
now  he  loved  in  his  turn  :  and  fure  he 
muft  have  had  a  heart  ftrangely  in- 
fenfible  if  fuch  great  kindnefs,  joined 
with  fuch  perfections,  had  not  had  that 
effeCt, 

They  had  now  lived  together  fix 
months,  and  underftood  each  other  to¬ 
lerably,  when  Unca,  for  that  was  the 
princefs’s  name,  propofed  their  mar¬ 
riage.  As  file  was  a  Pagan,  though 
my  father  fincerely  loved  her,  and 
wifhed  for  that  union,  he  could  not  help 
{hewing  fome  uneafinefs  at  the  pro- 

pofal. 
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pofal.  This  the  obfervant  princeis  in- 
ftantly  law.  “  What,”  cried  file,  cc  does 
not  my  Winka,”  lb  fne  called  him, 
“  love  me?”  My  father  caught  her  in 
his  arms  •,  u  Yes,  my  dear  Unca,  cried 
he,  I  do,  but  my  God  will  be  angry  if  I 
marry  you,  unlefs  you  will  worfhip  him 
as  I  do.”  This  gave  birth  to  a  long 
converfation,  in  which,  though  my  fa¬ 
ther  was  a  very  fenfible  man,  and  had 
enjoyed  a  good  education,  being  very 
young,  he  found  it  not  a  little  difficult 
to  teach  another  what  he  yet  firmly 
believed  himfelf ;  but  as  we  readily  be¬ 
lieve  thofe  whom  we  love,  he  was  more 
fuccefsful  than  he  expected,  and  in  a 
little  time  the  princefs  became  convinced 
of  her  errors,  and  her  good  underftand- 

ing  helped  to  forward  her  converfion. 

Thus 
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Thus  love  and  religion  agreeably  di¬ 
vided  their  time  ;  and  fo  happy  was  my 
lather  with  his  princefs,  that  he  almoft 
forgot  his  former  fituation,  and  begun 
to  look  upon  the  country  he  was  in  as  his 
own,  nor  indeed  did  he  ever  expeCt  to  fee 
any  other  again  ;  and  he  now  loved  Unca 
as  much  as  fhe  did  him,  and  was  there¬ 
fore  willing  to  make  her  and  her  coun¬ 
try  his  for  ever ;  but  an  unexpected 
event  foon  gave  a  different  turn  to  their 
affairs. 


CHAP. 
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ihe  king's  eldeft  daughter  conceives  a 
paffton  for  him ,  which  produces  difa- 
greeable  confequences,  from  which  he 
is  delivered  by  Unca. 


Y  Father  had  never  feen  any  other 
of  the  king’s  daughters  fince  the 
day  of  his  deliverance  from  death,  but  his 
dear  Unca,  till  one  day  fitting  in  a  wood 
to  fhelter  himfelf  from  the  excefiive  heat 
of  the  fun,  the  king’s  eldeft  daughter 
approached  him.  As  foon  as  my  father 
faw  her,  fuppofing  fhe  was  one  of  the 
king’s  daughters,  he  arofe  to  falute  her 
with  the  profoundeft  refpedh  “  Winca,’ 
raid  fhe,  “  I  have  long  fought  for  fuch 


an  opportunity  as  this  ;  let  us  therefore 
retire  further  into  this  wood,  that  we 
may  converfe  with  more  freedom.”  My 
father,  unfufpe&ing  the  occafion  of  this 
vifit,  obeyed,  when  the  princefs  thus 
began  :  “  Winca,  it  is  our  cuftom  to 

be  filent,  or  to  fpeak  what  we  think  ; 
we  are  of  opinion  that  nature  has  given 
us  the  fame  right  to  declare  our  love 
as  it  has  to  your  fex ;  know,  Winca, 
then,  that  I  have  feen  you,  and  that  the 
oftener  I  have  feen  you  the  more  I  love 
you  ;  I  know  my  filler  loves  you,  but 
I  am  my  father’s  elded  daughter,  and  as 
he  has  no  fon,  whoever  marries  me 
will  be  king  after  his  death.” 

My  father  was  fo  much  furprized  at 
this  unexpeiflad  declaration,  that  he  was 
not  able  immediately  to  reply  ;  but  as 

foon 
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foon  as  he  was  a  little  recovered,  he 
endeavoured  to  excufe  himfelf  as  well 
as  he  could,  by  pleading  his  love  and 
prior  engagement  to  her  filter*,  but  it 
was  in  vain:  all  he  could  fay  tended  but 
to  provoke  her  anger.  At  laft,  in  a 
rage,  not  to  be  defcribed,  fhe  cried,  “  If 
you  will  not  love  me,  you  fhalldie  *,  my 
filter  fhall  never  enjoy  an  happinefs  that 
I  afpire  to  ;  nor  lhall  my  vengeance  be 
Jong  delayed  ;  this  inftant  fhall  put  a 
period  to  your  life.”  However  me¬ 
nacing  thefe  words  were,  my  father  was 
not  greatly  alarmed,  as  they  were  ut¬ 
tered  by  an  unarmed  woman,  and  which 
he  conceived  to  be  only  the  effedt  of 
paffion,  and  unluckily  fmiled.  “  What  ! 
cried  fhe,  do  you  fcorn  my  love,  deride 
my  power  ?  know  wretch,  Alluca  can 
defpife  love  and  death  at  her  will.” 

Saying 


Saying  this,  (he  clapt  her  hands  together, 
and  immediately  fix  male  Indians  ap¬ 
peared  from  behind  the  trees,  where 
they  had  flood  at  fome  diflance  un¬ 
perceived  by  him.  “  Seize  that  white 
infidel,’5  cried  fhe ;  and  in  an  inftant  all 
power  of  defence  or  flight  was  equally 
taken  from  him.  She  then  took  a 
pomegranate-fhell  out  of  a  kind  of  poc¬ 
ket  that  fhe  wore  by  her  fide,  and  go¬ 
ing  up  to  a  pcifoncus  herb,  fqueezedthe 
juice  of  it. into  it ;  then  advancing  to  my 
father,  “  Here,55  faid  (he,  “  be  mine,  or 
drink  this  ;  I  offer  you  love  and  death  ; 
make  your  choice.”  cc  I  can  love  none 
but  Unca,”  repiied  he. 

She  then  ordered  four  of  the  flaves  to 
hold  my  father  whilft  the  two  others 
were  about  to  force  the  poifonous 
Vol,  I.  C  draught 


26 


The  FEMALE 


draught  into  his  mouth.  <c  Hold/" 
cried  my  father,  “  if  I  muft  die,  I  will 
drink  it  myfelf,  I  cannot  do  too  much 
for  IJnca  ;  lhe  gave  me  life,  and  for 
her  fake  I  will  lofe  it— I  drink  Unca’s 
health;  her  love  fhall  make  it  fweet.” 
He  drank  it,  and  I  fuppofe  the  mini- 
fters  of  his  intended  death  foon  left  him  ; 
for  not  long  after  he  awoke,  as  it  were 
from  deep,  and  found  himfelf  in  the 
arms  of  his  dear  Unca,  when  in  a  lan¬ 
guid  tone  he  uttered,  Cc  What  !  do  I 
meet  my  dear  Unca  fo  foon  in  another 
world  ?  this  was  worth  dying  for/5  He 
then  funk  again,  as  into  a  deep. 

It  feems  the  princefs  Unca,  having 
miffed  my  father,  arrived  jud:  after  her 
fifter  and  the  daves  had  retired,  and  faw 
him  fink  upon  the  ground.  As  die 
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was  no  ftranger  to  her  fitter's  love  for 
my  father,  her  quick  apprehenfion  food 
fuggefted  what  had  happened  ;  and  as 
the  Indians  are  remarkable  for  their 
knowledge  of  poifons,  and  no  lefs  fo 
for  their  fkiil  in  antidotes,  file  in- 
ftantly  fought,  and  as  quickly  found, 
an  herb  whofe  falutary  efficacy  fhe  was 
well  acquainted  with.  She  immediately 
fqueezed  the  juice  of  it  into  his  mouth, 
which  foon  reached  his  ftomach,  and 
made  him  ejed  the  poifon  ;  but  ftil! 
his  eyes  were  clofed  ;  a  fecond  dofe  re¬ 
vived  him,  and  opening  his  eyes  he  ut¬ 
tered  thofe  words  to  the  princefs,  juft 
now  related.  “  lieaven  be  praifed,” 
faid  the  princefs,  “  my  dear  Winka,  that 
I  came  time  enough  to  fave  a  life  dearer 
to  me  than  my  own  •,  fuck  more  of 
this  juice,  and  you  will  be  entirely  re- 
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covered.”  He  did  fo,  and  was  foon 
able  to  get  up  and  walk •,  but  with  a 
flow  tottering  pace,  like  a  man  whole 
brain  has  been  hurt  by  the  fumes  of 
wine.  The  princefs  perceived  his  con¬ 
dition,  and  as  they  pafled  along  gather¬ 
ed  fome  flowers,  the  fmell  of  which 
quickly  difpelled  the  fumes,  and  forti¬ 
fied  his  brain  fo  powerfully,  that  he  was 
foon  perfectly  recovered,  and  his 
ftrength  and  underftanding  both  en¬ 
tirely  reftored.  Having  returned  the 
princefs  ten  thoufand  thanks  for  thus 
o-ivina  him  life  a  fecond  time,  they 
walked  flowly  homewards. 

During  their  fhort  walk,  my  father 
related  to  the  princefs  Unca  all  that 
had  pafled  between  him  and  the  prin¬ 
cefs  Alluca,  her  filler.  When  he  had 

finilhed 
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finifhed  his  relation,  the  princefs  replied, 

•/' . 

4<  I  will  take  effectual  care  for  your  fe- 

curity  to-night,  where  my  filter  will  not 

be  able  to  difcover  you,  and  to*  morrow 

I  will  confult  my  father  what  further 

meafures  we  fhall  nurfue.”  She  then  led 

* 

him  through  fome  bye- paths  of  the 
wood,  to  the  hut  of  an  honeft  Indian, 
in  whom  fhe  could  confide;  here  lhe 
left  him,  with  a  caution  not  to  ftir  out 
till  her  return  next  day. 

Early  the  next  morning  the  princefs 
Unca,  and  her  father,  came  to  the  hut 
where  his  daughter  had  concealed  my 
father.  Here  a  confulcation  was  begun. 
The  king  faid,  He  could  no  more 
blame  his  eldeft  daughter  than  he  did  his 
younger,  for  loving  my  father ;  that 
Alluca  had  conceived  an  arfedfion  for 
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him  at  the  fame  time  that  Unca  had, 
and  at  the  inftant  that  fhe  touched  him 
with  her  wand,  Alluca  was  about  to 
have  done  the  fame  ^  that  he  highly 
condemned  her  intention  to  poifon  him  ; 

yet  as  fhe  was  tenderly  beloved  by  him, 
as  well  as  Unca,  and  his  heir,  he  hoped 
my  father  would  not  defire  him  to  in- 
flidt  any  punifhment  on  her,  fince  the 
lofs  of  her  lover  would  be  a  fufficient 
one.55  My  father  frankly  declared  that 
his  regard  for  him,  and  his  love  for 
Unca,  were  fufficient  motives  to  induce 
him  to  forgive  her.  The  king  then 
propofed  that,  to  prevent  all  future  dan¬ 
ger,  my  father  and  the  princefs  fhould 
be  immediately  married  ;  and  that  they 
fhould  both  fet  out  inftantly  for  the 
place  of  my  father’s  abode,  and  that,  on 
his  account,  he  would  enter  into  a  treaty 

of 


AMERICAN.  3i 

of  friendfhip  with  his  countrymen  ;  and 
added,  that  he  would  give  him  a  por¬ 
tion  worthy  of  a  princefs. 

As  my  father  confidered  marriage  as 
a  civil,  as  well  as  a  religious,  ceremony* 
and  found,  by  their  difcourfe,  that  their 
matrimonial  ceremonies  had  nothing  in 
them  contrary  to  his  own  religion,  he 
very  readily  confented.  An  Indian 
prieft  was  lent  for,  and  the  ceremony 
was  foon  performed.  A  proper  cabin, 
or  hut,  was  immediately  prepared  for 
the  reception  of  the  new- married  couple, 
and  they  were  fecurely  guarded,  to  pre¬ 
vent  further  mifchief,  till  fuch  time  as 
the  neceffary  preparations  were  made 
for  my  father’s  return,  with  his  bride, 
to  his  own  plantation.  In  a  few  days, 
every  thing  was  ready  for  their  de- 
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parcure.  They  took  an  affectionate  leave 
of  the  old  king,  and  got  into  a  canoe 
provided  for  them,  attended  by  feveral 
others,  in  which  were  feveral  Indian 
maidens  to  attend  Unca,  and  men  (laves 
for  my  father,  and  a  confiderable  bag¬ 
gage,  the  contents  of  which  my  father 
was  then  unacquainted  with.  Taking 
the  advantage  of  wind  and  tide,  they 
in  a  few  hours  arrived,  without  any  ac¬ 
cident,  within  a  fmall  diftance  of  my 
lather’s  plantation,  to  which  he  was 
heartily  welcomed  by  his  neighbours, 
who  never  expeCted  to  fee  him  again. 
They  were  greatly  furprifed  at  his  ex¬ 
traordinary  adventure,  and  very  glad 
that  it  proved  the  means  of  a  friend- 
fhip  between  them  and  the  Indians. 


pt 
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My  father  being  again  fettled  with 
his  dear  Unca,  in  his  own  habitation, 
they  were  now  married,  according  to 
the  rights  of  the  church  of  England, 
by  an  Englilh  chaplain  belonging  to 
one  of  the  men  of  war  that  then  Jay  in 
the  harbour.  Now  they  began  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  prefents  that  the  king  had 
made  them,  and  found  them  to  be  very 
valuable,  confiding  of  a  great  quantity 
of  gold  duft  and  precious  ftones,  and 
many  curiofuies  peculiar  to  the  Indians. 
However,  my  father  thought  it  prudent 
to  conceal  the  greater  part  of  his  riches 
from  the  knowledge  of  h.s  neighbours, 
not  knowing  how  ftrong  a  temptation 
a  difplay  of  them  might  prove,  as  many 
of  the  colony  were  not  only  perfons  of 
defperate  fortunes,  but  mo  ft  of  them 

C  5  fuel! 


fuch  whofe  crimes  had  rendered  them 
obnoxious  in  their  native  country. 

As  my  father  had  perfuaded  his 
wife  to  conform  to  the  European  drefs, 
he  provided  for  her  as  well  as  he  could, 
till  he  had  an  opportunity  of  procuring 
cloaths  more  fuitable  to  her  dignity. 
He  took  every  opportunity  that  offered 
to  fend  part  of  his  riches  over  to  Eng¬ 
land  privately,  to  be  there  difpofed  of, 
and  fuch  goods  in  return  to  be  fent  as  he 
wanted ;  for  it  feems  he  had  no  in¬ 
clination  to  leave  his  habitation,  and 
the  thoughts  of  it  were  highly  dif- 
gufting  to  the  princefs  :  but  had 
his  own  defires  been  ever  fo  much  for 
a  removal,  he  would  have  facrificed 
them  to  thofe  of  the  princefs,  whom 
he  paffionately  loved. 
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My  father  built  him  a  more  ele¬ 
gant  houfe,  which  was  fuitably  fur- 
nilhed,  and  his  plantation  by  far  the 
belt  and  largeft  of  any  about  him. 
This  was  a  work  of  time.  In  the 
interim,  my  mother,  proving  with  child 
from  the  night  of  their  marriage,  was 
fafely  delivered  of  me.  I  was,  a  month 
after,  baptized  by  the  name  of  Unca 
Eliza.  The  king,  my  grand-father,  fre¬ 
quently  fent  a  meflenger  to  inquire 
after  his  children,  who  always  attended 
with  fome  prefent  of  fruit,  flowers,  or 
ibmething  more  valuable.  Thus  hap¬ 
pily  did  my  father  and  mother  live  to¬ 
gether,  till  I  was  about  fix  years  old  • 
during  which  time  they  never  heard 
the  leaft  news  about  their  After  Alluca  : 
but  at  this  period  an  Indian  brought 
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the  news  of  the  old  king’s  death,  and 
that  Alluca,  ftill  lingle,  was  received 
as  queen. 

A  little  after,  as  my  father  and 

mother  were  fitting  in  the  garden,  and 

I  playing  at  their  feet,  a  Have  informed 

them  that  two  Indians  were  come  from 

the  princefs  Alluca.  As  foon  as  they 

• 

came  into  the  garden  my  father  was 
furprifed  to  fee  that  they  had  each  of 
them  a  great  coat  on,  contrary  to  the  In¬ 
dian  cuftom  :  he  had  fcarce  made  this  re- 
fiedion  before  one  of  them,  being  come 
clofe  up  to  him,  pulled  a  Ihort  dag¬ 
ger  out  of  his  fleeve,  and  made  a  pufh 
at  him,  which  moft  probably  would 
have  proved  mortal,  had  not  he,  by 
a  fudden  motion,  avoided  it.  At  the 
fame  inftant  my  mother  gave  a  loud 
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fhriek,  when  my  father,  turning  his 
eyes,  faw  her  falling  with  a  dagger 
in  her  breaft,  for  the  other  aflafiln  had 
been  too  fuccefsful  in  his  murderous  at¬ 
tempt.  My  father  caught  her  in  his 
arms,  and  received  her  dying  blood 
and  breath  together.  The  flaves,  that 
my  mother’s  (hrieks  and  my  cries  had 
brought  to  us,  prefently  feized  the  two 
murderers.  One  of  them,  who  dearly 
loved  my  mother,  drew  the  dagger  out 
of  her  breaft,  and  plunged  it  into  the 
heart  of  him  who  had  aflaffinated  my 
mother,  and  was  going  to  have  done 
the  fame  by  the  other,  when  my  fa¬ 
ther  cried  out,  as  loud  as  he  was  able, 
Take  him  alive.”  He  was  inftantly 
bound  hand  and  foot,  and  carried  to 
a  place  of  fecurity. 


What 
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What  is  human  felicity  ?  How  often 
our  greateft  pleafures  procure  us  the 
greateft  mifery  !  This  moment  behold 
a  happy  couple  mutually  endearing 
themfelves  to  each  other,  whilft  the 
infant  offspring  of  their  loves  beholds 
their  joys,  partakes  of,  and  adds  to 
them.  The  next — but  let  the  fcene 
fink  into  darknefs  !  ’tis  too  affefting 
for  a  daughter’s  pen  to  draw. 
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CHAP.  Ill 


Death  of  the  Indian  queen ;  Unca  and 


her  father  embark  for  England ;  pro ¬ 


vides  for  his  brother ;  a  defcription 


of  the  perfon  and  drefs  of  the  female 
American  ;  her  father  returns  to  Vir¬ 


ginia  ;  for  which  [be  afterwards  fails , 


where  her  father  dies . 


S  foon  as  my  mother  was  buried. 


^  and  my  father  a  little  compofed, 
he  called  for  the  furviving  aflfaffin, 
and  from  him  learnt  that  the  princefs 
Alluca  had  compelled  him  and  his 
companion  to  be  the  inftruments  of 
her  revenge  on  them,  for  his  having 
flighted  her  love.  My  father  confulted 
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with  the  reft  of  the  planters,  whether 
they  fhould  deliver  the  aflaflin  up  to 
juftice,  or  let  him  go  home.  Confi- 
dering  the  infant  ftate  of  the  colony, 
and  the  temper  of  the  reigning  princefs, 
they  thought  it  prudent  to  avoid  every 
thing  that  might  occafton  a  quarrel 
with  the  Indians,  and  therefore  agreed 
to  give  their  prifoner  his  liberty.  At 
his  departure,  my  father  charged  the 
(lave  to  tell  his  queen,  that  her  God, 
the  fun,  had  feen  the  murder  Ihe  had 
commanded,  and  would  revenge  it. 

It  was  not  long  after  before  my 
aunt  the  queen  died  of  grief.  A  little 
before  her  death,  (he  ordered,  that  after 
her  deceafe  her  heart  fhould  be  fent  to 
my  father  with  this  mefiage  :  “  Re- 
“  ceive  a  heart  that,  whilft  it  lived, 

“  loved 
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64  loved  you,  and  had  you  received  it, 
44  it  had  never  been  wicked.  Forgive 
“  my  revenge,  and  let  my  heart  be 
“  buried  with  you  when  you  are  dead  ; 

but  may  the  fun  give  you  many 
“  days  !”  This  was  accompanied  with 
a  very  great  prefent  of  gold  dud,  and 
her  bow  and  arrows,  of  exquifite  work- 
manfhip,  for  me.  The  bow,  and  fome 
of  the  arrows,  I  {till  have. 

This  renewed  my  father’s  grief,  which 
had  indeed  but  little  fubfided  ;  there¬ 
fore  to  divert  his  forrows,  and  give 
me  a  better  education,  he  determined 
to  return  to  England.  Every  thing 
was  accordingly  prepared.  I  was  about 
feven  years  old  when  we  embarked, 
attended  by  feveral  male  and  female 
Oaves,  We  had  a  tolerable  paflage 

to 
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to  England,  and  found  my  father’s 
bi other  in  good  health.  He  was,  as 
I  before  obferved,  a  clergyman,  and 
had  a  living  in  Surry,  where  he  con¬ 
stantly  refided,  had  a  wife,  one  fon, 
and  three  daughters,  the  youngeft  of 
them  elder  than  me.  He  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  glad  to  fee  his  brother,  and 
received  me  as  if  I  had  been  a  child 
of  his  own.  He  was  an  excellent  di¬ 
vine,  of  great  piety,  and  of  uncom¬ 
mon  learning,  but  ill  provided  for  in 
the  church.  As  my  father  was  very 
rich,  he  gave  him  five  hundred  pounds 
for  each  o t  his  children,  and  foon  after 
bought  the  next  prefentation  to  a  living 
of  three  hundred  a  year.  The  incum¬ 
bent  dying  foon  after,  he  prefented  my 
uncle  to  it,  with  a  thoufand  pounds  to 
pay  the  expence  of  removing,  as  he 
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laid  when  he  gave  it.  This  occafioned 
our  removal  to  a  pleafant  village  near 
Windfor. 

If  I  was  kindly  entertained  by  my 
uncle,  I  was  little  lefs  careffed  by  the 
neighbours.  My  tawny  complexion,  and 
the  oddity  of  my  drels,  attracted  every 
one’s  attention,  for  my  mother  ufed 
to  drefs  me  in  a  kind  of  mixed  habit, 
neither  perfectly  in  the  Indian,  nor  yet 
in  the  European  tafte,  either  of  fine 
white  linen,  or  a  rich  filk.  I  never  wore 
a  cap*,  but  my  lank  black  hair  was 
adorned  with  diamonds  and  flowers. 
In  the  winter  I  wore  a  kind  of  loofe 
mantle  or  cloak,  which  I  ufed  occafi- 
onally  to  wear  on  one  fhoulder,  or 
to  caft  it  behind  me  in  folds,  tied 
in  the  middle  with  a  ribband,  which 

gave 
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gave  it  a  pleafing  kind  of  romantic 
air.  My  arms  were  alfo  adorned  with 
firings  of  diamonds,  and  one  of  the 
fame  kind  furrounded  my  waift.  I 
frequently  diverted  myfelf  with  wear- 
ing  the  bow  and  arrow  the  queen  my 
aunt  left  me,  and  was  fo  dexterous  a 
Ihooter,  that,  when  very  young,  I  could 
fhoot  a  bird  on  the  wino\ 

O 

My  uncommon  complexion,  fingular 
drefe,  and  the  grand  manner  in  which 
I  appeared,  always  attended  by  two 
female  and  two  male  flaves,  could  not 
fail  of  making  me  much  taken  notice 
of.  I  was  accordingly  invited  *foy  all 
the  neighbouring  gentry,  who  treated 
me  in  a  degree  little  inferior  to  that 
of  a  princefs,  as  I  was  always  called ; 
3nd  indeed  I  might  have  been  a  queen, 
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if  my  father  had  pleafed,  for  on  the 
death  of  my  aunt,  the  Indians  made  a 
formal  tender  of  the  crown  to  me  • 
but  I  declined  it. 

My  uncle,  who  gave  his  daughters 
the  fame  learned  education  with  his 
ion,  defired  I  might  make  one  of  their 
fociety.  This  was  very  agreeable  to  my 
lather,  and  no  lefs  fo  to  me,  who  was 
very  fond  of  my  coufins,  and  willing 
to  do  what  they  did.  I  could  already 
fpeak  the  Indian  language  as  well  as 
Englilb,  or  rather  with  more  fluency. 

In  this  manner  we  lived  near  a  year, 
happy  I  flaould  fay  all  of  us,  but  my 
lather,  who,  as  he  had  no  bufinefs  to 
do,  grew  more  melancholy  :  he  there¬ 
fore  refolved  to  reviflt  the  country 

where 
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where  he  had  left  the  remains  of  his 
princefs.  It  was  in  vain  to  intreat  his 
ftay,  my  uncle  and  aunt’s  remonftrances 
were  loft,  and  only  ferved  to  confirm 
his  refolution  of  returning  to  his  plan¬ 
tation.  However,  he  thought  proper 
to  leave  me  with  my  uncle,  to  com¬ 
plete  my  education.  Though  I  was 
unwilling  to  part  with  my  father,  I 
was  as  much  fo  to  leave  my  coufins, 
and  therefore  ftard  behind  pretty  con¬ 
tentedly.  My  father,  before  his  de¬ 
parture,  made  great  preparations  for 
the  improvement  of  his  plantation,  ra¬ 
ther  for  his  amufement,  than  from  a 
defire  of  gain. 

I  continued  here  till  I  was  eighteen 
years  of  age  *,  during  which  time  I 
made  a  great  progrefs  in  the  Greek 
4  and 
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and  Latin  languages,  and  other  polite 
literature  ;  whilft  my  good  aunt  took 
care  of  the  female  part  of  my  edu¬ 
cation  with  equal  fuccefs.  Tawny 
as  I  was,  with  my  lank  black  hair, 
I  yet  had  my  admirers,  or  fuch  they 
pretended  to  be  ;  though  perhaps  my 
fortune  tempted  them  more  than  my 
perfon,  at  ieaft  I  thought  fo,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  diverted  myfelf  at  their  ex- 

9 

pence  ;  for  none  touched  my  heart. 

Young  as  I  was,  I  often  thought 

o 

on  my  dear  mother,  and  honoured  her 
memory  with  many  tears.  And  as  I 
found  it  was  the  cuftom  in  England 
to  ered  monuments  for  perl'ons  who 
often  were  interred  elfewhere,  I  de- 
hred  my  uncle  to  ered  a  fuperb  mau- 
foleum  in  his  church-yard,  lacred  to 

the 
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the  memory  of  my  dear  mother.  It 
is  a  lofty  building,  fupported  by  In¬ 
dians  as  big  as  life,  ornamented  with 
coronets,  and  other  regalia,  fuitable  to 
her  dignity.  The  form  is  triangular, 
and  on  one  fide  is  cut  an  infcription  in 
the  Indian  language,  containing  a  fhort 
account  of  her  life  and  death.  This 
I  drew  up  and  translated  into  Latin 
and  Engiifh,  which  fills  up  the  two 
other  fides  ;  on  the  top  is  an  urn, 
on  which  an  Indian  leans,  and  looks  on 
it  in  a  mournful  pofture.  The  whole 
is  furrounded  with  iron  pallifadoes. 
This  I  often  vifited,  and  here  I  dropt 
many  a  tear% 

My  father,  by  this  time,  begun  to 
think  my  abfence  long,  and  defired 
my  return,  which  was  equally  agree¬ 
able 
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tible  to  me ;  for  though  I  was  pleafed 
with  my  filiation,  and  the  affectionate 
treatment  of  my  relations,  yet  I  fecretly 
longed  to  fee  my  native  country,  of 
which  I  retained  a  perfect  idea,  but 
more  fo  to  fee  my  father.  Every 
thing  being  prepared  for  my  voyage, 
E  with  my  four  flaves,  embarked  on 
board  a  fhip  for  my  return  home,  be¬ 
ing  then  in  my  eighteenth  year.  How- 
ever,  my  uncle  infilled  that  his  fon 
John  Winkfield,  my  coufin,  fhould  go 
with  me  to  take  care  of  me.  His  re- 
gaid  for  me,  ano  defire  to  fee  a  ftrange 
country,  made  him  very  glad  to  ac¬ 
cept  of  the  propofal. 


louring  our  voyage, 
iefted  no  opportunity 
addreffes  to  me,  which 

VO  L.  I.  ]_) 


my  coufin  neg- 
to  renew  his 
he  had  before 
begun 
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begun  in  England.  I  gravely  told 
him  I  would  never  marry  any  man 
who  could  not  ufe  a  bow  and  arrow 
as  well  as  I  could  ;  but  as  he  ftill 
continued  his  fuit,  I  always  laughed 
at  him,  and  anfwered  in  the  Indian 
.language,  of  which  he  was  entirely 
ignorant  *,  and  fo  by  degrees  wearied 
him  into  filence  on*  that  head. 

I  lliall  not  trouble  my  readers  with 
any  particulars  of  our  voyage,  and 
fhall  only  fay,  that  after  a  tedious 
and  indifferent  one,  I  once  more  found 
myfelf  in  the  embraces  of  a  tender 
father.  The  fight  of  me  revived  in 
his  memory  the  remembrance  of  my 
dear  mother*  which  drew  from  him 
a  flood  of  tears,  with  which  I  fincerely 
ioined  mine.  As  foon  as  thefe  fub- 

flded* 
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Tided,  his  tranfports  of  joy  were  as  great 
to  fee  me  returned  in  lafety,  and  fo 
much  improved.  He  received  my  cou- 
fin  with  great  affeftion,  and,  on  his 
return  home,  gave  him  a  bill  on  Eng¬ 
land  for  one  thoufand  pound  fterling: 
which  he  might  well  do,  for  he  was 
extremely  rich.  I  on  my  part  defired 
feme  confiderable  prefents  to  be  Tent 
to  my  uncle  and  aunt,  and  to  my 
cou fins,  with  ibme  of  lefs  value  to 
my  female  acquaintance  ;  together  with 
Tome  natural  curiofities  of  my  own 
country,  as  birds,  fhells,  &c. 

There  was  one  circumftance  attend¬ 
ing  my  education,  whilfc  under  my 
uncle  s  tuition,  that,  in  juftice  to  his 
memory,  I  ought  not  to  omit,  the  re¬ 
ligious  part  5  and  in  this  he  was  as 

D  2  metho- 
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methodical  and  exadt  as  though  I  had 
been  to  be  a  divine ;  nor  did  he  incul¬ 
cate  religion  as  a  mere  fcience  ;  but  in 
Juch  a  warm  and  affedting  manner,  that 
whilft  his  ledtures  convinced  the  un- 
derdanding,  they  converted  the  heart, 
and  made  me  love  and  know  religion 
at  the  fame  time.  The  happy  effedts 
of  his  pious  indrudtions  I  have  experi¬ 
enced  throughout  my  life  ;  and  indeed 

in  one  part  of  it  they  were  not  only  of 
the  greateft  comfort  to  me,  but  of  the 

liighed  ufe  ;  as  will  appear  hereafter. 

But  to  return  to  my  father  :  neither 
his  riches,  bufinefs,  nor  even  my  com¬ 
pany,  whom  he  mod;  affedtionately 
loved,  could  cure  him  of  that  melan¬ 
choly  under  which  he  laboured  from 
the  deceafe  of  my  mother.  This,  at 

length, 
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length,  determined  him  once  more  to 
vifit  England,  that  new  objects  might 
divert  his  mind.  With  this  view  he 
foon  found  means  to  remove  his  great 
wealth  to  England,  and  prepared  to 
difpofe  of  his  plantation  ;  but  by  the 
time  he  had  almoft  done  the  former, 
and  had  agreed  to  let  his  plantation,  he 
grew  fo  bad  as  to  be  incapable  of  a  re¬ 
moval,  and  in  a  few  days  went  to  that 
happinefs  in  another  world,  which  he 
could  nor  enjoy  in  this. 


C  II  A  P. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Unca  buys  a  /loop,  and  embarks  for  Eng¬ 
land  ;  the  captain  propofes  a  match 
between  her  and  his  fon-,  her  /laves 
and  attendants  maffacred ,  and  her/el/ 
left  on  an  uninhabited  i/land. 

T  T AV I N G  paid  irsy  father  every 
-*■  funeral  honour  I  could,  and  hav¬ 
ing  nothing  now  to  attach  me  to  this 
country,  and  the  bulk  of  my  great 
fortune  lying  in  England,  I  determined 
to  embark  for  that  kingdom,  and  to 
conclude  my  days  in  my  uncle’s  family. 
But  Solomon  faith,  “  The  heart  of  man 
“  devifeth  his  way,  but  the  Lord  di- 
“  reftc-th  his  going  and  fo  I  found 
it.  I  was  now  in  my  four  and  twen¬ 
tieth 
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tleth  year.  At  this  time  an  opportunity 
offered  that  favoured  my  intended  voy¬ 
age.  There  was  a  (loop  in  the  har¬ 
bour,  a  good  failing  veffel,  and  large 
enough  to  carry  me,  my  attendants,  and 
effeds.  I  chofe  an  old  captain,  who 
had  lately  been  fhip-wrecked,  and  loll 
his  all,  and  who  wanted  to  get  over  to 
his  fon  in  England,  to  undertake  the 
care  of  us,  and  as,  a  gratuity  for  his 
trouble,  promiled,  if  we  arrived  fafe  in 
England,  to  give  him  the  fhip,  that  h® 
might  once  more  be  able  to  follow  his 
occupation. 

This  propofal  he  accepted  with  great 
joy,  and  having  got  together  a  fufficient 
number  of  hands  to  navigate  pur  veffel, 
I  prepared  to  embark.  Notwithstand¬ 
ing  what  my  father  had  before  fent  to 

D  4  England, 
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England,  I  had  yet  a  great  many  valuable 
goods  to  take  with  me,  to  -the  amount 
of  near  ten  thoufand  pounds.  Thefe 
being  fafely  lodged  on  board,  I  followed 
myfeif,  attended  by  my  two  favourite 
female  Haves,  who  had  failed  with  me 
before,  and  fix  men  flaves,  who  begged 
to  attend  me ;  though  I  had  offered 

them  their  liberty,  if  they  chofe  to  flay 
behind* 

We  failed  with  the  firft  fair  wind, 
and  had  not  been  on  our  voyage  above 
a  day  before  the  captain,  willing  to 
Joie  no  time,  began  to  talk  to  me  very 
freely  about  marriage.  He  did  not  in¬ 
deed  follicit  me  for  himfelfj  but  he 
made  ftrong  courtfhip  for  his  fen.  I 
at  firft  anfwered  him  with  good  humour* 
and  told  him  I  hoped  he  would  let  me 

fee 
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fee  his  fon  .before  I  determined  to  have  '  | 

him  ;  and  that  if  he  could  (hoot  with 
my  bow  and  arrows,  which  then  hung 
by  me  in  the  cabin,  as  well  as  I  could,  I 

I  would  have  him,  were  he  ugly  or 
handlome.  But  I  ioon  found  that  he 
was  too  much  in  earned,  and  I  too 
much  in  his  power  :  for  in  a  peremp¬ 
tory  manner  he  told  me,  that  if  I  would  | 

not  immediately  fign  a  bond  to  marry 
his  fon,  on  our  arrival  in  England,  or 
forfeit  thirty  thoufand  pounds,  I  fhould 
neither  fee  England,  nor  return  to  my 
plantation.  I  wondered  he  did  not 
propofe  himfelf,  but  I  found  afterwards 
that  he  was  a  married  man,  as  he  in- 
formed  me.  I  did  not  know  law  f 


enough  then,  or  elfe  I  might  have  given 
the  bond,  and  fo  have  avoided  the  di£- 
tr.efs  that  my  refufal  occafioned,  as  in 
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equity  I  might  have  been  releafed  from 
the  penalty;  and  the  readier,  as  my 
two  female  flaves  were  witneftes  to  all 
he  faid.  But  as  I  perfifted  in  my  re- 
fufal,  he  grew  incenfed,  and  having  I 
luppofe  gained  the  Ship’s  crew  by  pro- 
mifes  to  afTift  him,  at  laft  told  me  he 
was  come  to  a  refolution,  that  as  I  per¬ 
fifted  in  my  refufal,  he  was  now  very 
opportunely  coming  to  an  uninhabited 
island,  where  he  would  leave  me  to  be  a 
prey  to  wild  beafts  ;  and  that  as  I  had 
given  him  my  Ship,  he  would  make 
bold  to  give  himfelf  the  cargo.  Two 
of  my  men  Haves  happened  to  come 
behind  him  juft  as  he  faid  thefe  words, 
when  one  of  them  caught  him  in  his 
arms,  and  the  other  opening  the  cabin- 
window,  threw  him  into  the  fea.  I 
know  not  whether  I  was  forry  for  this, 

at 


AMERICAN. 


59 

at  that  inftant ;  but  I  foon  had  occaficm 
to  be  heartily  fo,  for  the  confequence 
was  fatal  to  them.  As  our  fhip,  at  this 
time  made  very  little  way,  and  the  cap¬ 
tain  could  fwim,  he  prefently  got  up  to 
the  fhip,  and  being  feen  by  fome  of  the 
crew,  who  knew  not  how  he  got  over¬ 
board,  a  rope  was  thrown  out,  and  he 
quickly  drawn  up.  In  the  mean  time, 
one  of  the  two  men  flaves  went,  and 
brought  the  other  four  into  my  cabin. 
Soon  after  the  captain,  and  feveral  of 
his  men,  armed  with  piftols  and  cut- 
lalfes,  came  into  the  cabin.  The  cap¬ 
tain  advancing  up  to  him  who  threw 
him  overboard,  fhot  him  dead,  and 
now  a  terrible  fkirmilh  began.  I  in¬ 
deed  got  no  hurt,  which  was  a  wonder, 
for  though  no  blow  was  aimed  at  me> 
the  clofe  of  the  place  expofed  me  to 

D  6  immi'** 


imminent  danger  ;  and  the  two  female 
Haves  got  feveral  wounds.  My  men  flaves 
were  unarmed,  and  therefore  foon  over¬ 
come,  three  were  killed  outright,  and 
the  others,  I  fuppofe,  mortally  wounded. 
The  poor  faithful  fellow  who  opened 
the  cabin-window  was  hung  up  alive  at 
the  yard-arm,  bleeding  as  he  was,  there 
to  perifh  by  hunger,  thirft,  and  heat. 
This  touched  me  more  than  my  own 
misfortune,  I  offered  the  captain  a  thou- 
fand  pounds  to  releafe  him,  and  to  let 
him  be  cured  of  his  wounds.  “  Madam, 
“  returned  the  villain,  where  are  your 
“  thoufand  pounds  ?  all  you  have  on 
“  board  is  already  in  my  pofTeffion.” — 

Thus  could  I  only  pity,  but  not  re¬ 
lieve. 
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I  now  expected  my  own  deftiny  ; 
and  it  foon  arrived.  The  captain,  who 
had  left  the  cabin,  to  difpofe  of  his  pri- 
foners,  returned,  and  once  more  afked 
me  if  I  would  fign  the  bond?  I  anfweredy 
no ;  and  at  the  fame  time  defired  that 
my  two  maids  might  have  fome  care 
taken  of  their  wounds.  He  replied,  he 
had  no  furgeon,  and  if  they  did  not 
grow  well  foon  he  fhould  throw  them 
overboard  ;  but  if  they  recovered,  he 
fhould  fell  them*  the  firft  opportunity  :* 
he  then  left  the  cabin.  A  few  hours 
afterwards  we  came  to  an  uninhabited 
ifland,  where  he  put  me  on  Hi  ore,  for 
nothing  that  I  faid  could  foften  his 
heart.  I  begged  hard  for  both,  or  one, 
of  my  maids  ;  but  all  the  favour  I  could 
obtain,  was  my  bow  and  quiver  of  ar¬ 
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rows :  indeed  he  gave  me  a  box  of 
clothes  ;  but  for  thefe  I  did  not  thank 
him,  as  I  never  expected  to  ufe  them, 
thinking  myfelf  configned  to  fome  wild 
beaft,  whofe  prey  I  ftiould  become. 
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CHAP.  V. 

She  offers  up  praife  to  God ;  takes  refuge 
in  an  hermitage ,  where  Jhe  finds  a  ma - 
nufcript  left  by  the  deceafed  inhabitant , 
in  which  are  infiruXions  how  to  fubfift 
on  the  ifiand\  reflexions  on  her  fitu - 
ation. 

THUS  difconfolate,  and  alone,  I 
fat  on  the  fea-fhore.  My  grief 
was  too  great  for  my  fpirits  to  bear  ; 
I  funk  in  a  fwoon  on  the  ground  :  how 
long  I  lay  in  this  fenfelefs  ftate  I  know 
not,  or  whether  I  might  ever  have  re¬ 
covered,  had  not  a  wave,  brought  on  by 
the  rifing  tide,  and  which  broke  over 
me,  awaked  me.  I  arofe,  hardly  fen- 
fible  where  I  was,  or  what  I  was  doing, 
and  ran  to  a  rifing  ground,  and  here  I 
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once  again  beheld  my  deplorable  con¬ 
dition.  A  few  minutes  recollection, 
brought  me  to  a  fenfe  of  my  duty  : 
for  reflecting  within  my  mind,  that  as- 
the  wicked  captain  could  very  eafily 
have  killed,  or  drowned  me,  it  was  a. 
wonder  that  he  fhould  give  me  the  lead 
chance  for  life ;  that  I  ought  therefore 
to  thank  God  for  this  efcape,  and  to 
commit  myfelf  to  his  providence.  In¬ 
deed,  in  the  hour  of  affliction  we  are 
ready  enough  to  pray  to  God  for  help  ; 
but  are  fo  taken  up  with  a  lenfe  of  our 
miferies,  that  we  forget  that  we  have 
any  mercy  to  be  thankful  for.  We 
fhould  always  fing  a  Te  Beam  before 
we  figh  a  litany ;  for  our  flghs  will 
fink  before  they  reach  heaven,  unlefs 
raifed  thither  by  the  wind  of  praife. 
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tilled  with  thefe  ideas  I  fell  on  my 
knees,  and  thanked  God,  who  had  de¬ 
livered  me  out  of  the  hand  of  the 
wicked,  and  that  now  I  was  in  his  only. 
On  this  occafion,  thefe  words  of  David 
came  into  my  mind  ;  cc  Let  me  now  fall 
into  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  for  his 
“  mercies  are  great,  and  let  me  not 
fall  into  the  hands  of  man.”  At  the 
clofe  of  my  prayers,  I  folemnly  com¬ 
mitted  myfelf  into  the  hands  of  God. 
I  now  arofe  from  my  knees  with  a  le- 
renity  by  no  means  to  have  been  ex¬ 
pected.  During  this  compofure  of 
mind,  I  advanced  to  the  higheft  ground 
I  could  fee,  in  hopes  I  might  difcover 
lome  place  of  fafety,  not  confidering 
the  improbability  of  fuch  a  difcovery* 
Though  the  fun  fhone  very  hot,  which 
foon  dried  my  wet  clothes,  yet  I  faw  it, 
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declining  apace  ;  I  therefore  kept  look¬ 
ing  about  with  eager  expectation,  when 
at  laft  I  faw,  or  thought  I  did,  the  ruins 
of  a  building.  I  advanced  and  faw  it 
more  diflinftly :  though  it  promifed 
what  1  wifhed  for,  an  afylum,  yet  I 
dreaded  to  go  nearer.  I  looked,  I 
flopped,  I  prayed,  and  then  I  moved 
again ;  thus  ftrangely  divided  between 
hope  and  fear,  I  fcill  kept  going  for¬ 
ward,  and  in  an  inexpreffible  agitation 
got  clofe  up  to  it,  almoft  infenfibly. 

I  was  fo  near  now  as  to  perceive  a 
door  half  open ;  L  liftened  and  heard 
no  noife.  Fearful  to  retire,  or  to  enter, 

I  flood  trembling  a  long  time.  How 
long  I  might  have  remained  in  this 
condition  I  know  not,  had  not  a  fudden 

noife  behind  me,  like  the  hallooing  of 
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a  human  voice,  forced  me  precipitately 
to  rufti  in,  fearlefs  of  the  danger  within, 
that  I  might  avoid  that  which  threatened 
me  from  without.  This  double  fenfe 
of  danger  deprived  me  of  my  fenfes, 
and  I  funk  down  in  a  fwoon.  As  I  re¬ 
covered  by  degrees,  I  faw  all  within 
the  apartment  before  I  was  quite  fen- 
fibie  enough  to  be  afraid  of  my  fitua- 
tion,  and  feeing  nothing  to  alarm,  I 
grew  quite  calm,  and  obferving  a  kind 
of  great  chair,  formed  of  feveral  large 
and  lefs  ftones,  and  the  feat  covered 
with  a  great  heap  of  leaves,  I  fat  down, 
and  retted  my  weary  limbs  and  agitated 
fpirits. 

The  fun  ftill  (hone  pretty  bright 
through  the  holes  in  the  wall,  which 
was  of  ftone,  and  perfectly  difcovered 
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every  thing  within.  My  fright  had  de_ 
f  »ived  me  of  the  thought  to  fhut  the 
door:  however,  nothing  came  to  hurt  or 
alarm  me.  Before  me  was  an  heap  of 
f  ones,  on  which  laid  a  greater,  which 
faved  as  a  table,  and  near  enough  to 
lean  on.  Jn  a  large  fifh-fhell  that  lay 
on  the  table  I  perceived  water,  which  I 
boldly  ventured,  to  drink  of,  and  found 
myfelf  inftantly  refrefhed.  I  lifted  up, 
my  heart  to  heaven,  with  thanks,  and 
befpoke  its  further  protection.  On  my 
right  hand  I  faw  a  kind  of  couch 
formed,  like  the  table,  of  a  heap  of 
ftones,  and  the  flat  part,  or.  furface,  co¬ 
vered  with  mofs  and  leaves.  I  now  con¬ 
cluded  that  this  was  the  habitation  of 
fbme  human  being  :  but  this  gave  me 
no  alaim  ;  for  as  I  had  read  of  hermits,, 
who  frequently  retire  from  public  life 


to  enjoy  their  devotions  in  private,  I 
imagined,  from  what  I  faw,  that  this 
mu  ft  be  the  habitation  of  luch  a  one, 
from  whom  I  did  not  doubt  but  I 
fhould  meet  with  protection  and  fpi- 
ritual  confolation. 

This  reflection  reftored  me  to  fuch 
tranquility  of  mind,  that  I  refted  my- 
felf  with  the  pleafing  expectation  of  his 
return,  which,  confideririg  it  was  near 
night,  I  thought  could  not  be  long.  As 
I  had  now  frefh  caufe  to  be  thankful,  I 
was  fo ;  and  found  I  had  fpirits  enough 
to  fing  a  fhort  Latin  hymn  of  praife. 
But  Hill  no  hermit  appeared,  and  the 
fun  was  now  fet ;  but  the  moon  was 
titen,  and  flione  with  fo  much  brightnefs 
into  the  cell,  that  I  fcarcely  miffed  the 
greater  luminary.  As  I  thus  fat  wait- 
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ing,  I  obferved  a  book  lying  on  the 
table,  which  I  had  not  before  perceived, 
which  I  fuppofed  to  be  a  book  of  de¬ 
votion  ;  but  on  opening  it,  found  it  to 
be  a  manufcript,  in  the  firft  leaf  of 
which  were  thefe  words. 

ct  If  this  book  fliould  ever  fall  into 

c£  the  hands  of  any  perfon,  it  is  to  in- 

“  form  him  that  I  lived  on  this  unin* 

c?r  habited  ifland  forty  years ;  but  now, 

finding  the  fymptoms  of  death  upon 

4£  me,  I  am  going  to  retire  to  another 

ftone  room,  where  I  fhall  lav  me 

*  * 

u  down,  and,  if  God  pleafes,  reft  for 
ever  from  all  my  troubles.” 

As  this  was  dated,  as  to  the  month  and 
year,  tho’  without  day  of  the  month,  I 
concluded  he  muft  be  dead,  as  it  was 
a  month  ago,  and  therefore  gave  over 

2  all 
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all  expectation  of  feeing  the  hermit, 
with  the  thought  of  whofe  prefence  I 
had  pleafed  myfelf.  A  little  lower,  in 
the  fame  page,  was  added,  “  If  thou 
“  fhouldeft  be  obliged  to  day  here  any 
“  time,  there  are  no  wild  beads  or  nox- 
“  ious  animals  to  injure  thee ;  nor  fa- 
“  vages,  except  once  a  year,  on  one 
“  day,  fee  page  of  this  book,  39  y. 
“  How  you  may  fubfift,  you  may  learn 
“  from  the  hidory  of  my  life.” 

I  immediately  turned  to  the  page  re¬ 
ferred  to,  and  found  that  it  was  yet 
two  months  to  the  time  of  the  Indians 
coming  on  this  ifland.  I  now  thought 
I  might  deep  fecurely  ;  I  therefore  fhut 
the  door,  and  fadened  it  with  a  heavy 
done  that  lay  there,  I  fuppofed  for  that 
ufe.  Coming  back  from  the  door  I  fpied 
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an  heap  of  Indian  roots,  which  I  pre* 
fently  knew  to  be  fuch,  and  which 
ferve  inftead  of  bread.  As  fome  of  them 
were  yet  very  good,  and  had  been 
roafled,  being  very  hungry,  I  ate  hear- 
tily,  and  drank  more  of  the  water. 
As  I  walked  about  the  room  I  (aw  in 
a  nook  another  fhell,  which  I  ima¬ 
gined  to  be  filled  with  the  juice  of  wild 
grapes,  from  the  look  and  talfe,  and 
theiefore,  as  I  was  faint,  drank  fome 
of  it,  but  with  caution,  as  I  found  it 
was  grown  ftrong  with  Handing.  As 
the  moon  (till  fhone  very  bright,  I  took 
out  my  Greek  Teftament,  which  I  al¬ 
ways  carried  in  my  pocket,  it  being  my 
cuftom  to  read  a  chapter  in  it  morning 
and  night.  I  opened  accidentally  in 
the  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews,  and  the 
firft  words  that  offered  to  my  view  were 

thefe  j 
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thefe:  chap.  xiii.  5.  Ou  p/f  <re  uvea 
cvF  o'uftqo’e  evKuraXi7rcx).  I  cannot 
but  fay  they  gave  me  great  comfort, 
and  I  thought  myfelf,  in  that  moment, 
equal  to  all  the  difficulties  I  forefaw  I 
had  to  encounter  with,  through  the  di¬ 
vine  protection :  though  I  very  well 
remembered  the  caution  my  pious  and 
judicious  uncle  gave  me.  “  Beware* 
44  raid  he,  of  the  practice  of  fome  en- 
44  thufiafts  of  our  times,  who  make  the 
cc  word  of  God  literally  an  oracle,  by 
44  opening  of  it  at  particular  times,  and 
14  on  particular  occafions,  prefuming  that 
44  where-ever  they  open,  they  are  to  ap- 
44  ply  the  paffiage  to  themfelves,  or  to 
“  the  bufinefs  they  are  about ;  becaufe 
u  many  have  thereby  been  led  into 
“  fpi ritual  pride,  and  others  into  def- 
“  pair,  as  they  opened  on  a  promile,  or 
Vol.  I.  E  a 
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a  curfe ;  whilft  others  have  but  too 
often,  in  the  fame  manner,  pleaded  a 
wairant  from  fcn'pture  to  perpetrate 
wicked nefs,  or  to  propagate  error. 
“  Though,  added  he,  happy  is  the  chri- 
ftian  who  by  a  prudent  and  rational 
ufe  of  the  fcriptures  procures  com- 
“  fort  to  his  foul.  For  as  the  apoftle 
lays,  Whatfoever  things  were  written 
“  aforetime,  were  written  for  our  learn- 
ing,  that  we  througli  patience  and 
“  comfort  of  the  fcriptures,  might  have 
“  hope.”  Rom.  ch.  xv.  v.  4. 

Having  read  the  whole  chapter,  and 
faid  my  prayers,  I  prepared  to  take  my 
reft  on  the  ftone  couch,  and  laid  down 
in  my  clothes,  with  more  compofure, 
notwithftanding  my  dreadful  fituation, 
than  my  wicked  captain,  I  think,  could 

do, 
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■do,  though  indeed,  I  believe,  a  man 
may  fin  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  render 
his  confidence  quite  callous ;  the  moll 
dreadful  ftate  a  human  being  can  fink 
into.  Sleep  fioon  clofed  my  eyes,  and 
I  did  not  awake  till  the  fun  was  up. 
My  fpirits  cheered  by  fuch  timely  re- 
frefhment,  and  my  devotions  perform¬ 
ed,  I  quitted  my  cell,  and  directed  my 
feet  towards  the  fe a-fhore,  to  fee  what 
was  become  of  my  cheft  that  I  had 
left  there  the  preceding  night ;  little  ex¬ 
pecting  to  fee  it  again,  becaufe  I  thought 
the  working  of  the  tide  mull  have  walh- 
ed  it  into  the  fea,  or  have  buried  it 
in  the  fands.  After  fome  fearch,  I 
fpied  it  almoft  buried  indeed  in  the 
fands,  but  was  not  much  better  for  the 
uifcovery,  as  I  was  unable  to  remove 
it.  I  therefore  returned  to  my  cell,  ate 

E  2  fome 
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fome  of  the  Indian  roots,  and  drank  a 
little  water,  whilft  my  mind  was  bu» 
lied,  how  I  fhould  break  open  my 
cheft,  and  lb  bring  away  at  times  what 
I  could  not  at  once.  I  had  indeed  a 
Imall  knife  in  my  pocket,  but  that  was 
not  Itrong  enough  to  cut  through  a 
tuick  board.  I  looked  round  my  cell, 
but  found  nothing  that  could  affift  me. 
This  gave  me  fome  concern,  for  if  I 
could  not  come  at  my  clothes,  I  con- 
fidered  that  I  fhould  foon  be  very  un- 
eafy  to  myfelf,  and  ftarted  at  the 
thoughts  of  going  naked  ;  however, 
for  the  prefent,  I  was  obliged  to  be 
contented. 

But  now  other  cares  came  into  my 
mind.  The  roots  I  fed  on  were  not 
all  of  them  good,  but  only  a  few  of  them 
2  fo ; 
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fo  ;  and  how  was  I  to  get  more?  I  did  Tup- 
pofe  they  grew  in  the  ifland ;  but  I  was 
not  fond  of  rambling.  Though  the  her¬ 
mit’s  manufcript  allured  me  there  were 
no  inhabitants  nor  animals  to  hurt  me, 
yet  the  thought  of  wandering  alone 
was  terrifying.  I  might  lofe  my  way, 
and  not  be  able  to  find  my  cell  again, 
or  not  under  a  long  time ;  and  even 
Ihould  I  find  plants  near  my  habitation, 
how  was  I  to  make  a  fire  to  roaft  them  ? 
Other  anxious  thoughts  ftill  prefied 
upon  my  mind  one  after  another.  At 
laft,  I  recollected,  that  in  the  memo¬ 
randum  I  had  read  the  night  before^ 
I  was  informed,  that  the  hermit’s  ma¬ 
nufcript  contained  inftruCtions  how  to 
fubfift.  This  once  more  cheered  my 
mind  ;  and  I  now  began  to  give  it  a 
careful  reading,  but  not  regularly 

E  3  impa- 
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impatiently  looking  here  and  there  for 
thofe  things  that  moft  concerned  me. 
It  was  written  in  a  fair  legible  hand.  I 
loon  found  that  there  was  a  flint,  and 
fteel  in  the  cell  I  was  in  ;  that  at  fome 
dtftance  there  was  a  fmall  river  that 
mn  quite  through  the  iiland  ;  that  he 
made  ufe  of  the  fhell  of  a  certain  fifli 
for  a  lamp,  in  which  he  burned  the 
fat  of  goats,  and  for  a  wick  made  ufe 
of  a  particular  reed.  J  then  fearched 
to  learn  how  he  got  goats  to  fupply 

himfeif  with  fat,  and,  at  Jail,  met  with 
this  memorandum  :  “  When  I  firft 

“  came  upon  this  iiland,  I  found  plen¬ 
ty  goats,  yet  having  no  fire-arms, 

‘  I  was  never  the  better  for  the  difeo- 
“  ver7>  as  they  were  too  wild  to  catch. 
But  obferving  that  they  were  very 
iond  of  a  yellow  fruit  that  grows 


■ 


PP 


AMERICAN.  79 

sc  on  feveral  of  the  trees  here,  and  that 
44  they  were  continually  watching  when 
u  any  of  it  fell  off  to  eat  it,  this  fuggeft- 

44  ed  a  thought,  that  if  I  gathered  fome 
44  of  it,  I  might  poffibly  tame  them  by 
44  giving  them  plenty  of  it  to  eat.  i 
44  accordingly  broke  down  fome  of 
44  the  branches,  and  whilft  I  held  them 
<c  in  my  hand,  they  would  follow  me 
44  up  and  down  like  a  dog,  fo  that  I 
44  could  catch  them  when  I  pleafed.  I 
44  found  alfo  that  the  goats,  if  I  laid 
44  plenty  of  this  fruit  before  them, 
44  would  let  me  milk  them  whilft 
<c  they  fed.  I  from  this  time,  no 
44  more  wanted  either  milk  or  goats 

44  flefh.  But  as  I  knew  this  fruit 

* 

44  would  not  be  on  the  trees  all 
44  the  year,  t  gathered  large  quan- 
44  cities  of  it  in  the  feafon,  and 
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“  faved  them  to  ferve  in  the  other 
part  of  the  year.” 

This  information  gave  me  great 
pleafure  ;  I  immediately  fearched  and 
found  the  fteei  and  flint,  and  near  them 
dry  leaves  and  touch-wood.  I  now 
thought  of  fetting  fire  to  one  end  of 
my  box,  as  thinking  it  better  to  burn 
part  of  my  clothes  than  come  at  none 
of  them  :  but  however,  I  declined  this 
method,  in  hopes  of  finding  fome  bet¬ 
ter  expedient  ;  but  was  ftill  very  un- 
eafy,  left  the  tide  fliould  remove  it  in¬ 
to  the  fea,  or  bury  it  out  of  fight  in 
the  fands  ;  but  I  was  obliged  to  run 
every  rifk.  A  few  days  afterwards 
what  I  wifhed  for  was  effected  by  a 
means  that  I  at  firft  thought  would  have 
entirely  deprived  me  of  my  cheft.  I 
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was  walking  near  the  fea- fide,  looking 
at  my  cheft,  when  I  obferved  the  fea  to 
rife,  and  presently  the  winds  blew  ve¬ 
ry  tempeftuoufly.  I  retreated  back 
enough  to  obferve  the  ftorm  in 
fafety,  which,  at  laft,  became  very 
great,  and  foon  faw  my  cheft  tofTed 
about  by  the  waves,  as  though  it  had 
been  as  light  as  a  feather.  I  expected 
that  every  frefh  wave  would  remove  it 
for  ever  out  of  my  fight ;  but  it  was 
removed  further  and  further  on  fhore, 
as  the  fea  advanced,  till,  at  laft,  I  faw 
it  no  more.  I  then  gave  it  up  for  loft, 
and  returned  home,  for  fo  I  now  called 
my  cell,  very  uneafy. 

However,  the  next  day,  the  ftorm 
being  over  the  night  before,  and  the 
fun  fhining  very  bright,  I  again  vifited 
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the  fliore,  and  the  fpot  where  the  cheft 
had  lain,  but  in  vain.  But  feeing  at  a 
diftance  higher  up  from  the  fliore  fome 
rocks,  my  curiofity  led  me  to  go  up 
to  them,  not  with  any  expedition  of 
finding  my  cheft,  for  I  had  given  over 
all  thoughts  of  it;  but  climbing  up 
one  of  them,  I  found  my  cheft  lodged 
there.  I  was  glad  to  fee  it,  though  the 
fame  difficulty  ftill  remained,  how  to 
open  it.  Being  weary  with  climbing 
the  rock,  I  fat  myfelf  down  to  reft. 
As  I  was  fitting  on  that  fide  of  the  rock 
that  declined  to  the  fea,  I  obferved  that 
.on  the  other  fide  of  the  rock  was  a 
very  deep  defcent,  at  the  bottom  of 
which  were  craggy  ftones,  but  level 
with  the  reft  of  the  ifland.  I  was  ftart- 
led  at  my  nearnefs  to  it ;  however*  this' 
fuggefted  fomething  to  my  mind.  If, 

thought 
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thought  I,  I  could  pulh  the  cheft  down 
this  precipice,  the  fall  might  break  it ; 
at  leaft,  it  would  be  out  of  the  reach 
of  the  fea.  However,  I  was  afraid  to 
do  fo,  left  I  fhould  tumble  over  with 
it.  But  after  fome  confideration,  I 
thought  that  if  I  laid  myfelf.  down  on 
the  ground,  on  the  fide  on  which  I 
got  up,  I  might  attempt  it.  I  accoid- 
ingly  tried,  and  with  great  difficulty 
moved  it,  but  not  immediately ;  at  laft, 
after  a  great  deal  of  labour,  it  fell  over. 
The  noife  it  made,  when  it  came  to  the 
ground  frightened  me,  though  I  knew 
what  it  was.  My  next  bufinefs  was  to 
get  down  the  way  I  came  up,  and  then 
to  find  my  way  to  the  valley.  I  did 
fo,  but  was  obliged  to  go  a  great  deal 
about.  When  I  was  come  near  to  the 
fpot,  I  found  the  ground  fo  rugged, 
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that  k  was  wIch  great  difficulty,  and 
not  without  feveral  falls,  that  I  reached 

the  cheft,  which  I  found  broke  into  a 
great  many  pieces,  and  it  took  me  up 
near  a  whole  day  to  remove  the  contents; 
gowns,  linen,  and  many  other  ufeful 
things.  AH  thefe  I  conveyed  to  my 
cell ;  not  a  little  pleafed  that  I  had, 
at  laft,  conquered  this  difficulty,  and 
was  now  fupplied  with  things  that  I 
Aould  have  greatly  wanted. 

*'-*'*♦  v  '  -  m 

But  to  return  to  where  I  left  off  ; 
having  found  the  fteel  and  flint,  I  im¬ 
mediately  made  a  trial  of  them,  and 
they  were  in  very  good  order.  I  found 
three  lamp  fhells  ready  prepared  ;  I 
lighted  them,  and  they  burnt  very  well. 
My  next  attempt  was  to  get  fome  goats 
milk,  as  I  had  yet  tafted  nothing  but 

roafted 
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roafted  roots  and  water ;  I  took  a  large 
fifli-lhell,  of  which  I  found  plenty- 
ready  to  my  hand.  It  was  not  long 
before  I  met  with  the  tree  with  the  yel¬ 
low  fruit,  and  feveral  goats  under  it, 
who  ran  a  little  way  off  as  I  advanced, 
but  not  out  of  fight,  but  feemed  to 
wait  as  if  they  watched  me.  I  found 
it  very  difficult  to  climb  the  tree  ;  but, 
at  laft,  got  up  and  broke  feveral  boughs 
off :  and  as  foon  as  I  was  down,  the 
goats  came  to  me  ;  I  laid  the  boughs 
down,  and  clapt  my  foot  on  them,  left 
the  goats  fhould  drag  them  away.  I 
now  tried  to  milk  one  of  them,  but  ve¬ 
ry  aukwardly,  having  never  done  fo 
before.  However,  I  got  enough  to 
drink  then,  and  to  bring  home  for  ano¬ 
ther  time.  I  repeated  this  practice  till 
I  became  very  ready  at  it  \  and  not 

knowing 
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knowing  how  foon  the  fruit  might  fail, 

I  took  care  to  gather  and  fave  a  <mod 
deal  of  it.  S 

My  next  attempt  was  to  kill  a  goat, 
as  I  found  I  grew  weak  for  want  of 
more  fubftantial  food  than  plants  and 
milk.  There  was  a  knife  fit  for  this 
purpofe  in  my  cell,  and  feveral  others, 
and  forks ;  but  the  thoughts  of  killing 
/hocked  me,  and  I  was  afraid  to  kill 
one  w h lift  the  others  faw  me,  left  they 
fhould  be  afraid,  and  /him  me  for  the 
future.  Having  therefore  thrown  down 
a  good  deal  of  the  fruit,  with  a  bough 
of  it,  I  enticed  one  of  them  to  follow 
me  till  out  of  the  fight  of  the  others  ; 
and  then,  but  with  great  uneafinefs  to 
mylelf,  killed  it.  But  a  more  dif¬ 
ficult  talk  was  /till  behind,  to  Ikin  and 

cut 
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cut  it  up  ;  but  as  my  time  was  not  ve¬ 
ry  precious,  I  had  enough  to  beftow 
on  it,  and,  at  laft,  completed  my  job, 
though  in  a  very  bungling  manner.  I 
carried  it  home,  and  made  a  fire,  hav¬ 
ing  plenty  of  wood,  and  roafting  fome 

of  it,  I  made  a  hearty  grateful  meah 
What  I  could  not  eat  whilft  it  was 
frefh,  I  falted  ;  for  I  found  plenty  of 
fait  on  the  rocks  by  the  fea-fide. 

My  next  care  was  to  provide  a  new 
flock  of  roots,  as  thofe  I  found  in 
the  cell  were  nearly  confirmed.  It 
was  not  long  before  I  found  plenty  5. 
thefe  I  roafted  on  a  fire,  and  laid  them 
up.  If  I  was  now  rich  in  provifions, 
I  was  quickly  more  fo  ;  for  almoft  eve¬ 
ry  day,  looking  into  the  hermit’s  ma- 
nufcript  book,  I  learned  from  thence 
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that  there  was  not  only  plenty  of  fhell- 
firti  on  the  Ihore,  all  of  them  whole- 
fome,  except  the  black  flelh  kind,  but 
that  every  tide  left  great  numbers  of 
other  fillies  in  the  holes  and  fhallows. 
I  foon  tailed  fome  of  each  fort,  and 
found  them  very  delicious ;  particularly 
a  fhell-fifh,  like  what  are  called  oy- 
fters  in  England,  and  which  needed  no 
drefiing  ;  others  were  of  the  lobfter 
and  crab  kind  ;  the  Ihells  of  the  latter, 
being  large,  were  very  ufefuf.  Befides 
filh  and  fielh,  I  could  alio  help  myfelf  to 
birds  of  various  kinds,  particularly  fome 
like  larks,  which  I  took  according  to 
the  hermit’s  direction  in  this  manner. 
From  feveral  of  the  trees  ilfued  a  kind 
of  glutinous  matter,  which  I  gathered 
and  befmeared  the  little  low  brambles 
and  bulhes  with  it ,  and  by  that  means 

catched 
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catched  a  great  many  fmall  birds,  that 
ufed  to  eat  the  berries  of  them. 

What  a  plentiful  table  was  here,  fur- 
niflied  only  at  the  expence  of  a  little 
trouble  !  This  happinefs  I  owed  to  the 
misfortunes  of  another*,  for  had  not 
the  hermit  made  thefe  difcoveries,  and 
left  the  means  of  my  coming  at  the 
knowledge  of  them,  how  miferable  muft 
have  been  the  ftate  of  a  lonely  woman ! 
Doubtlefs  I  Ihould  foon  have  perifhed 
with  hunger !  How  gracioufly  does 
the  goodnefs  of  providence  often  raife 
help  to  the  diftrefied  from  the  misfor¬ 
tunes  of  others !  The  hermit  who  made 
thefe  difcoveries,  and  by  them  was  fup- 
ported,  had  great  reafon  to  thank  God, 
and  I  no  lefs  caufe  to  be  thankful  to 
the  fame  being  who  influenced  his  heart 

to 
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to  leave  behind  him  the  hiftory  of  hla 

life,  which  proved  the  prefervacion  of 
mine. 

« 

If  this  reflection  gladdened  my  heart, 
it  was  fucceeded  by  one  that  gave  me 
no  lefs  pain :  “  At  laft,  cried  I,  he  died  l 
— died  here!— what  might  he  not 
feel  for  want  ot  fume  kind  friend  to 
“  cafe  his  fufFerings  in  his  la  ft  hours! 
cc  Forty  years  without  human  fociety! — • 
44  no  opportunity  offered  to  reflate  him  to 
his  native,  or  to  any  other  country  !  — — 
fic  niuft  this  be  my  fate  ?”  Tears  gufhed 
from  mine  eyes,  and  forrow  filled  my 
heart.  Thus  weeping  and  lamenting  I 
fat,  and  from  time  to  time  exclaimed,. 
Wretched  princefs  !  what  have  I  done  to 
fuffer  thus  from  human  treachery  ?  But 
at  length,  a  more  comfortable  view  of 

my 
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my  condition  again  prefented  itfelf  to 
my  mind,  and  I  was  confoled  :  for  I 
again  reflefted  on  the  great  impro¬ 
bability  that  there  was  of  my  finding 
fuch  a  refource  in  my  captivity,  as  the 
hermit’s  book,  and  how  thankful  I 
ought  to  be.  I  will  take  this,  cried  I, 
as  an  earned  of  a  future  deliverance.  At 
this  inftant,  I  experienced  fuch  an  in¬ 
ward  perfuafion  in  my  mind,  that  I 
fhould  efcape  from  this  ifland,  that  eve¬ 
ry  uneafy  thought  fled,  and  left  my  mind 
a  calm,  fcarcely  to  be  expreflfed.  I  there¬ 
fore  arofe,  and  went  cheerfully  about  my 
little  concerns ;  but  not  without  having 
firft  thanked  that  God  who  had  given 
me  this  confolation. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

‘The  thoughts  of  her  diftrefs  oecafton  a 
fever e  fever  \  recovers  \  feeks  comfort 
in  her  own  reflexions. 

I  had  now  fettled  my  manner  of 
living,  I  was  very  ealy  on  that 
head,  till  this  refleflion  deftroyed  all  my 
peace  :  ’Tis  true,  I  am  well  provided 
for  the  prefent ;  whilft  the  fu miner  and 
fine  weather  continue,  I  can,  with  little 
difficulty,  or  rather  amufement,  fupply 
myfelf  with  fiffi,  fieffi,  and  fowl  ; 
but  winter  no  doubt  will  come,  and 
how  fevere  that  feafon  may  prove  I 
cannot  foretel.  How  (hall  I,  during  the 
inclemency  of  it,  procure  the  means  of 
fubfiftence  ?  There  will  be  lefs  plenty  of 
birds  ^  the  gum3  which  now  fpontane- 
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oufly  iffues  from  the  trees,  will  then  fail, 
the  fands  on  the  coaft  being  more  fre¬ 
quently  and  violently  agitated,  be 
unfafe,  and  my  fupplies  from  lienee 
lefs,  perhaps  none  ;  the  goats  win 
fo  yield  little  or  no  milk  *,  and  the  ram 
perhaps  may  continue  for  many  days, 
nay  weeks,  and  coniine  me  entirely  to 
my  cell.— Such  were  the  anxious  per 
plexing  thoughts  that  agitated  my  rm  id ; 
and  the  fear  of  the  future  deftroyed 
the  enjoyment  of  the  prefent. — I  fat  dif- 
folved  in  fighs  and  tears,  and  indulged 
my  melancholy,  till  the  night  drew  on, 
when  I  laid  me  down,  but  not  to  reft 
and  fo  greatly  was  my  mind  afflidted, 
that  it  brought  on  a  violent  fever,  at¬ 
tended  with  a  delirium.  I  raved,  I 
cried,  I  laughed  by  turns.  I  foon  be¬ 
came  fo  weak,  that  I  was  fcarce  able  to 

crawl 


9+  The  FEMALE 

crawl  from  my  bed  to  get  fome  wa¬ 
ter,  of  which  I  happened  to  have  plen-s 
ty.  As  my  third;  was  great,  I  drank 
freely  of  it;  but  as  the  fever  continued 
three  days,  I  was  now  reduced  to  my 
lad  fhell-full  of  water.  I  had  at  this 
time  an  interval  of  fenfe,  when  I  found 
I  was  too  weak  to  go  out  of  my  cell 
to  fetch  more,  yet  my  third  forced  me 
to  drink  this  ;  which  I  did,  fuppofing 
it  would  be  my  lad,  and  that  death 
mud  be  my  next  potion.  I  foon 
emptied  the  fhell,  and  as  well  as  I  was 
able,  and  with  as  much  refignation  as 
I  could,  laid  me  down  to  die.  It  was 
not  long  before  I  fell  afleep  for  the  fird 
time  fince  the  fever  came  on  me  ;  how 
long  I  dept  I  could  not  tell,  but  awoke 

.*v 

in  a  great  fweat,  and  found  my  third 
as  great  as  ever,  and  to  fuch  an  into¬ 
lerable 
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ierable  degree,  that  I  determined,  if 
poffible,  to  attempt  going  to  the  river 
-  to  drink,  though  I  died  in  the  way  ; 
for  death  itfelf  was  more  eligible  than 
the  thirft  I  fuffered.  With  much  dif¬ 
ficulty  I  raifed  myfelf  up,  and  got  up¬ 
on  the  ground  ;  but  was  obliged  to 
crawl  upon  my  hands  and  feet,  and  to 
reft  very  often  by  the  way  before  I 
reached  the  river.  Surely  deliverance 
itfelf  could  not  have  given  me  greater 
pleafure  than  the  fight  of  the  water  ;  I 
greedily  thought  there  would  be  fcarce 
enough  to  affuage  my  raging  thirft.  I 
laid  myfelf  flat  on  the  edge,  and  whilft 
I  drank,  had  the  additional  pleafure  of 
cooling  my  hands  and  face. 

-  / \ 

At  length,  my  thirft  was  happily  al¬ 
layed  ;  but  the  river  was  not  dried  up. 

The 
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The  coolnefs  of  the  water  was  fo  agree¬ 
able  to  my  hands  and  face,  that  I 
thought  I  would  wafii  my  feet,  as  they 
burnt  with  no  lefs  fiercenefs.  To  do 
this.  It  was  obliged  to  feat  myfelf  on 
the  bank.  It  was  with  much  labour  and 
difficulty  I  did  fo  ;  but  had  fcarce 
placed  myfelf,  when  either  the  bank 
broke  down,  or  I  flipt,  and  into  the 
water  I  fell,  and  plunged  all  over. 
Whether  the  water  by  its  coolnefs  braced 
my  nerves,  and  gave  me  ftrength,  or 
how  I  know  not,  but  I  foon  reared  my 
head  above  the  furface,  and  crawled  up¬ 
on  the  fhore ;  when  my  weaknefs  again 
returned,  and  I  fell  all  along,  unable  to 
ftir,  expe&ing  to  die  every  moment. 
At  laft,  I  fell  into  a  deep  (leep,  I  fup- 
pofe  for  fome  hours,  when  I  awoke  in 
a  violent  fweat ;  I  was  ftill  thirfty,  but 

not 
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not  fo  painfully  as  before,  and  even 
found  myfelf  refrefhed.  I  was  fearful 
to  have  recourfe  to  the  river,  left  I  fhould 

fall  into  it  again,  when  obferving  a  fhe- 
goat  afleep,  very  near  me,  I  made  fhift 
to  creep  foftly  to  her,  and  fucked  her 
dugs,  which  fhe  happily  permitted.  This 

was  at  firft  a  comfortable  relief-,  but  I 
foon  after  grew  very  fick,  arid  vomited 

violently.  But  I  found  that  mv  fever  was 
quite  gone  off,  and  that  I  was  no  longer 
thirfty.  Reflecting  on  the  great  efcape 
I  had  from  drowning,  and  the  favour¬ 
able  change  in  my  health,  whereas 
the  mere  circumftance  of  being  immer- 
fcd  in  the  water,  in  the  condition  I  was, 
>  might  have  proved  inftant  death.  I 
lifted  up  my  heart  unto  God,  and  un- 
feignedly  thanked  him  for  his  mercy. 


VOL.  I. 
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I  now  attempted  to  get  up  and  crawl 
to  my  cell ;  but  found  myfelf  too  weak 
to  do  either.  All  I  could  do  was,  to 
fit  up  fometimes  a  little.  The  fun,  in¬ 
deed,  dried  my  clothes  apace,  but  its 
heat  was  too  violent  to  bear  long ;  I  was 
forced  therefore  to  crawl  a  little  way 
off  under  the  (bade  of  fome  trees  that 
grew  on  the  banks  of  the  river ;  but 
this  I  was  long  performing,  though  not 
above  two  or  three  yards  off.  The  fhade 
of  the  trees  protecting  me  from  the  fun’s 
fcorching  beams,  and  the  cool  breezes 
which  came  upon  me  from  the  river  re- 
frefhing  me  greatly,  I  once  more  fell  a- 
fleep.  When  I  awaked  1  was  greatly  but 
agreeably  furprifed  to  find  how  much  bet¬ 
ter  I  was.  My  clothes  were  quite  dry  ; 
and  now  I  hoped  I  might  be  able  to  get 
to  my  cell  ;  for  I  law  the  fun  was 

fettina  : 
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Jetting:  though  I  was  not  thirfty,  I  could 
have  been  glad  of  fome  more  milk,  but 
there  was  no  goat  near  me  •,  for  not- 
withftanding  the  milk  had  made  me 
lick,  yet  I  believe  it  contributed  to  my 
revovery,  by  clearing  my  ftomach.  I 
once  more  attempted  to  crawl  home, 
for  I  could  do  no  more,  and  glad  was  I 

to  dofo.  At  1  aft,  I  reached  my  cell,  much 
fatigued  and  very  weak,  and  greatly  in 
want  of  fome  refrefiiment.  I  foon  re-  » 
collected  there  was  fome  of  that  wine 
left  that  I  drank  of  the  fir  ft  day  I  came, 
and  made  fhift  to  reach  it,  but  havino-  no 
water  to  mix  with  it,  I  drank  but  a  ve¬ 
ry  little  of  it,  and  that  little  was  too 
ftrong  tor  my  ftomach  to  ftay  in  it. 
otiil  finding  my  ftomach  empty  and 
uneafy,  I,  at  laft,  remembered  my  root 
bread,  I  cut  a  flice  of  it,  and  foaked 
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it  in  the  wine  j  I  ate  Iparingly  of  it,  and 
found  it  agreed  with  me,  and  refrelhed 
me  greatly.  The  reft  of  it  I  laid  by 
my  couch,  and  bit  a  piece  of  it  now  and 
then,  tor  I  lay  awake  moft  part  of  the 

night,  but  free  from  both  thirft  and 
fever. 


I 


Towards  morning  I  flept  foundly, 
and  when  I  awaked  I  was  much  fur- 
prifed  to  find  how  my  ftrength  was  re¬ 
cruited,  or  rather  my  weaknefs  abated. 
I  got  up,  and  moft  heartily  thanked 
God  for  my  recovery,  and  with  the 
help  of  two  (licks  made  fhift  to  walk, 
though  (lowly,  I  reached  fome  of  the 
yellow  fruit  with  which  I  ufed  to  entice 
the  goats,  and  laid  it  before  the  door, 
in  hopes,  that  the  goats  would  fee  it, 
for  I  could  not  walk  in  fearch  of  them  ; 

put- 
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putting  fome  ftones  upon  the  boughs, 
that  they  might  not  drag  them  away. 
At  laft  a  fhe-goat  came,  and  I  milked 
her,  and  drank  a  large  fhell  of  it,  with 
a  little  bit  of  my  root  bread.  This 
agreed  extremely  well  with  my  ho¬ 
rn  ach  ;  I  continued  this  practice  for 
about  a  week*  once  a  day,  drinking  a 
little  wine  with  water  •,  and  thus  once 
more  happily  recovered  my  health  and 
my  ftrength  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  I 
could  now  walk  about  and  do  my  lit¬ 
tle  bufinefs ;  and,  in  a  week  more,  was 
as  well  and  almoft  as  ftrong  as  be¬ 
fore.  I  now  had  been  upon  this  place 
a  month  *,  for  as  I  had  an  Almanack 
with  me,  I  kept  an  exadl  account  of 
time,  that  I  might  be  fure  to  conceal 
myfelf  on  the  day  the  Indians  were  to 

F  3 
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arrive,  as  cautioned  by  the  hermit’s 

manufcript. 


Being  thus  recovered,  I  could  not 
but  refledt  that  I  owed  my  late  fick- 
nefs  to  my  giving  way  to  thofe  anxi¬ 
ous  corroding  cares  that  had  arilen  in 
my  mind  concerning  my  future  fub- 
fiftence ;  and  I  could  not  but  condemn 
my  folly,  and  mourn  for  the  finfulnefs 
of  it,  and  of  which,  I  hope,  I  heartily 
repented. 

My  dear  uncle  was  a  great  recom- 
mender  of  meditation :  “  That  man,”  faid 
he,  “  hardly  knows  that  he  is  a  think- 
“  ing  being,  who  does  not  often  medi- 
“  tate  by  himfelf.  It  is,”  faid  he,  “aglo- 
rious  privilege,  and  he  who  pradtifes 

“  it 
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it  will  grow  wifer  and  better  by  an 
€C  hour’s  lerious  medication  than  by  a 
“  month’s  reading.”  cC  We  fhould,” 
continued  he,  be  often  inculcating 
upon  our  minds  the  truths  we  know, 
and  they  will  become  fixed.  We 
C<L  fhould  often  rebuke,  advife,  andc.onfole 
“  ourfelves,  and  we  fhall  become  bet- 
u  ter  men,  more  prudent,  and  more  con- 
a  tented.”  I  was  fo  ftrongly  convinced 
of  the  reafonablenefs  and  utility  of  this 
practice  that  I  adopted  it.  And,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  further  advice,  ufed  to  talk 
to  myfelf  aloud,  as  the  occafion  re¬ 
quired,  as  I  would  to  another  j  and 
that  with  all  the  force  of  argument, 
vehemence,  and  energy  of  expreflion  I 
could,  or  as  the  nature  of  the  fubjeft 
required.  Upon  theft  occafions  I  have 
been  frequently  furprifed  to  find  hoW 

F  4  my 
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my  undemanding  has  been  convinced, 
my  affections  moved,  aud  my  will  de¬ 
termined.  I  have  aflented  to  a  truth  I 
never  before  believed,  wept  at  the  con¬ 
viction  of  a  fault,  and  have  found  a 
confolation  in  a  time  of  trouble  that  I 
did  not  expeCt.  On  thefe  occafions,  it 
was  always  mycuftom  to  imagine  to  my- 
ielf  that  my  uncle  was  fpeaking  to  me  ; 
titis  I  thought,  as  it  were,  infpired  me, 
and  gave  an  energy  to  my  words, 
ltrength  to  my  arguments,  and  com¬ 
manded  my  attention.  I  have  fome- 
times  indulged  this  reverie  to  fuch  a 
degree  that  I  have  really  imagined, 

at  laft,  that  my  uncle  was  fpeaking 
to  me. 


By  refle&ing  on  my  late  ficknefs 
and  the  occafion  of  it,  I  was  led  into 

one 
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one  of  thefe  foliloquies ;  and  thus  in 
the  imagined  perfon  of  my  uncle  did 
I  add  refs  myfelf. 

u  In  vain,  I  find,  are  the  precepts* 
u  that  I  fo  often  inculcated  on  your 
cc  mind  ;  they  have  not  reached  your 
€C  heart,  and,  I  fear,  are  erafed  from 
“  your  memory.  It  was  eafy  in  the 
“  day  of  profperity  to  hear  inftrudtions 
tc  how  to  bear  adverfity,  but  in  the 
&c  hour  of  calamity  they  are  forgotten. 

From  the  days  of  your  infancy  the 
“  fmiles  0!  providence  almoft  conftantly 
vt  attended  you.  You  were  too  young  at 
your  mother’s  death  long  to  feel  her 
lofs  ;  and  that  of  your  father’s  was 
st  the  mod:  poignant.  Indeed,  to  be  at 
once  deprived  of  your  great  affluence, 
feci  tided  from  human  fociety,  are- 

J  J 
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cc  afiliftions  not  of  a  light  weight.  But 
“  ftill,  could  you  find  no  confolation  ? 
cc  The  dread  of  approaching  winter,  in 
cc  your  fituation,  might  alarm  •,  butfure, 
“  at  your  fir  ft  coming  on  this  idand, 
“  you  had  no  lefs  reafon,  furely  more 
cc  fo,  to  be  alarmed  for  your  then  ini- 
cc  mediate  prefervation.  Yet  what  fa- 
cc  vourable  circumftances  have  inter- 
cc  vened  !  And  fuch  as,  if  properly  im- 
44  proved,  may  prevent  the  calamities 
you  dread.  How  preferable  is  your 
condition  to  that  of  thofe  configned 

cc  to  flavery  for  life  !  forced  to  bear 
with  accumulated  evils,  utterly  un- 
known  to  you  !  flaves  to  a  tyrant, 
66  and  the  fubjefts  of  unrelenting  cru- 
elty  !  Ah,  Eliza  !  would  we  but 
cc  compare  our  fufferings  with  thofe  of 
€£  others,  where  would  the  wretch  be 

u  found 
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cc  found  who  would  not  have  fomething 
iC  wherewith  to  confole  himfelf? 

46  How  many  have  voluntarily  quit- 
cc  ted  the  advantages  of  fociety,  to  avoid 
the  temptations  of  it,  in  a  worfe  re- 
cc  tirement  than  yours  ?— Thus  might 

I  reafon  with  a  heathen,  and  I  think, 

i 

46  not  without  fuccefs,  But  is  not 
c‘  Unca  a  chriftian,  or  would  be  fuch  ? 
Receive  then  the  inftru&ions  of  a 
higher  fchool,  and  learn  of  a  better 
4C  mafter.  Remember  him  who  through 
tc  fufferings  was  made  perfeft,  and  that 
tc  the  difciple  is  not  to  be  above  his 
mafter.  Let  then  your  whole  life  be 
one  continual  ’Atpoptovreg  tig  rvjv  lvj<rxv . 
6C  The  greater  your  calamities,  the 
greater  fhould  be  your  truft  and 
45  confidence  in  God.  ITe  who  relies 

F  6  moft 
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moft  on  his  providence,  glorifies 
him  moft.  We  fhould  never  neo*- 

tD 

“  left  the  ufe  of  means  whilft  in  our 
“  power:  but  when  they  fail,  we  muft 
Hill  look  up  to  him,  who  needs  them 
“  not;  for  when  we  have  done  our  ut- 
moft,  we  muft  not  defpair,  as  though 
ct  God’s  power  was  cut  off  with  ours. 
“  No;  at  fuch  a  time  we  muft  com- 
“  mit  ourfelves  and  our  wants  to  him, 
“  with  a  firm  perfuafion  that  he  wifi 
“  help  us.  If  we  make  him  the  objed 
“  ot  our  faith  and  prayers,  we  fhall 
“  become  the  fubjeds  of  his  mercy, 
“  Remember  godlinefs  hath  the  promife 
“  of  this  life,  as  well  as  of  that  which  is  to 
“  come.  But  always  be  mindful  that  we 
“  are  to  commit  ourfelves  to  him  by  a 
“  patient  continuance  in  well-doing. — 
“  No  imaginary  flights  of  faith  will  war¬ 
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<4  rant  our  confidence  in  him,  nothing  will 
<c  do  unlefs  we  prove  ourfelves  to  be  his 
“  fervants  by  keeping  his  commands;  for 
“  true  having  faith  always  produces  good 
“  works.  Believe  and  obey ;  be  thank- 
“  ful  to  God  for  the  mercies  you  en- 
“  joy,  and  trull  in  him  for  thofe  you 
cf  want.  The  citizen  may  be  wretched 

<c  and  the  folitary  happy.  Human  fe- 
cc  licity  or  mifery  is  confined  to  no 
<c  place  or  circumftance  of  life.  The 
fervant  of  God  is  fafe  wherefo- 
“  ever  or  howfoever  he  be.  Hum- 
“  ble  thyfelf  therefore,  under  the  Al- 
mighty  hand  of  God,  and  he  fhall 
“  exalt  thee  in  due  time.  Let  not  your 
“  care  for  this  prefent  life  make  you 
<c  negleft  that  of  a  future  one.  , Should 
<c  your  body  die  here,  your  foul  will 
“  not  find  the  way  to  heaven  the  more 

difficult. 
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cc  difficult.  Though  the  cloud  of  af¬ 
fliction  now  hangs  over  your  head, 
“  fun  of  mercy  behind  may  difpel 
it,  and  once  more  fhow  his  glorious 
“  face.  Believe,  obey,  and  truft,  and 
be  laved,  blefled,  and  delivered. 5> 

Thus  did  I  erfdeavour  to  fortify  my 
heart,  and  to  learn  patience  and  refig- 
nation  to  the  difpenfations  of  provi¬ 
dence  ;  nor  were  my  attempts  in  vain  } 
nor  did  I  ever  again  fuffer  fuch  anxious 
cares  as  thole  from  which  I  was  juft 
now  delivered.  Submiffion  or  hope, 
one  or  both,  were  ever  after  in  a  lefs 
or  greater  degree  my  folace. 


C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

Again  confults  the  hermit's  manufcript ; 
fome  account  of  his  life  \  finds  the  her¬ 
mitage  to  be  the  temple  of  the  fun  ; 
difcovers  a  great  number  of  mummies , 
and  on  her  return  from  exploring  the 
temple ,  perceives  the  hermit  at  his  de¬ 
votions. 

I  HAD  not  yet  read  the  hermit’s 
manufcript  regularly,  but  here  and 
there,  as  I  hoped  to  find  fome  neceflary 
and  ufeful  directions  for  my  manner  of 
fubfiftence.  But  having  now  pretty 
well  attained  this  defirable  end,  I  pur- 
pofed  to  read  it  from  the  beginning  re¬ 
gularly  through,  without  omitting  any 
part.  But  before  I  begun,  for  I  found  it 

would 
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would  take  up  a  great  while, '  I  once 
more  haftily  looked  it  over,  to  find 
when,  and  what  kind  of  winter  I  had 
to  expe<fl.  I  found  that  it  was  now 
but  the  beginning  of  the  fummer,  or 
rather  fpring,  and  that  I  had  at  leaft 
fix  months  certain  good  weather  be¬ 
fore  me,  except  lome  great  {forms  of 
thunder  and  lightning.  As  I  had  fo 
much  time  between  me  and  winter 
I  uid  not  flop  now  to  learn  how  the 
hermit  provided  againft  that  event;  but, 
according  to  my  firft  intention,  afligned 
a  few  hours  every  day  to  the  hifiory  of 
his  life. 

As  I  have  this  manufcript  ftiil  in 
my  poiTeffion,  I  {hall  do  no  more  than 
give  a  very  fhort  view  of  its  contents, 
though  the  whole  of  it  would  very  well 

de- 
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deferve  to  be  made  public.  From  this 
manufcript  I  learned,  that  the  hermit 
as  I  called  him,  on  account  of  his  re- 
clufe  life,  might  yet  be  more  properly 
called  fo  on  account  of  his  extraordi¬ 
nary  piety.  The  hiftory  of  his  life 
is  indeed  wonderfully  extraordinary, 

highly  entertaining,  and  full  of  im¬ 
provement.  The  firft  thirty  years  of 
his  life  were  unhappily  confumed  in 
more  than  ufelefs  follies  j  in  vices  that 
had  well  nigh  brought  him  to  a  fhame- 
ful  exit,  but  ended  only  in  the  lofs 
of  his  liberty,  which  he  very  unex¬ 
pectedly  and  no  lefs  wonderfully  re¬ 
gained  ;  if  his  living  the  laft  forty 
years  of  his  life  in  this  place  may  be 
called  a  date  of  liberty. 


But 
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But  his  refidence  here  proved  the 
happy  means  of  his  converfion,  of 
which  with  great  modefty  and  ingenu- 
oufnefs,  he  gives  an  ample  account. 
The  manner  ol  his  living  here  was  at¬ 
tended  with  a  greater  variety  of  events, 
than  could  have  been  expefted  from 
luch  a  folitary  fituation.  His  oeca- 
ficnal  reflexions  are  fenfible  and  pious, 
ufeful  and  pertinent.  The  cell,  as  I 
called  it,  that  I  now  inhabited,  I  found 
to  be  but  one  of  many  others  j  the 
ruins,  as  he  rationally  .conjectured,  of 
fome  very  ancient  palace,  or  rather 
temple,  which  he  fuppoied  anciently 
belonged  to  a  very  large  ftatue,  or 
image,  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from 
the  place  of  my  habitation,  and  to 
which  the  ruins  approached,  and  in 
part  furrounded.  This  he  imagined  to 

have 
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have  been  an  ancient  idol  facred  to  the 
fun,  which  the  Indians  adored.  For, 
fays  he,  “  Once  a  year,  vaft  numbers 
of  them  come  over  from  the  conti- 
nent  in  canoes,  on  the  oppofite  fide 
“  of  the  ifland,  and  having  fpent  al- 
“  mod  the  whole  day  in  a  kind  of  de- 
iQ  votion  to  this  idol,  they  then  go  back 
6C  again,  and  never  revifit  it  till  the  an- 
“  nual  return  of  the  fame  day.33  Th.e 
knowledge  of  which  he  having  learned, 
he  took  fuch  effectual  care  to  conceal 
himfelf,  that  he  never  was  difcovered, 
as  I  afterwards  was  certainly  fatisfied. 
The  latter  part  of  his  life  was  uni¬ 
formly  the  fame  to  the  time  that  he 
wrote  the  memorandum  already  men¬ 
tioned,  which  fays,  That  he  was  retired 
from  the  cell  he  ufually  inhabited,  to  die 
in  fome  other. 


I  had 
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I  had  not  patience  to  go  through  the 
whole  hiftory,  till  I  had  feen  this  extraor¬ 
dinary  idol.  F or  this  purpofe,  I  got  up  ear¬ 
ly  the  next  morning,  put  fome  roots  in 
my  pocket,  and  a  Ihell  to  drink  out  of, 
that  I  might  have  the  whole  day  at  my 
command.  I  could  not,  indeed,  but  have 
obferved  before,  that  there  were  many 
other  ftone  rooms  befides  that  which  I  in¬ 
habited;  but  had  never  as  yet  gone  into 
any  other  excepting  two;  in  one  of  which 
I  laid  up  the  branches  of  yellow  fruit  I  ga¬ 
thered  for  the  goats,  and  the  other  in  which 
I  kept  my  dried  goat’s  flefh,  and  fome 
dried  fifh.  Upon  fearching,  I  found 
fome  uninhabitable,  others  in  as  good 
condition  as  that  I  dwelt  in,  fome  well 
lighted  with  holes  on  the  Tides,  others 
dark.  But  being  curious  to  fee  if  I 
could  difcover  why  this  diftinftion  was 

made. 
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made,  not  being  far  from  my  cell,  I 
fetched  one  of  my  lighted  lamps. 

The  firft  room  I  entered,  I  found 
furrounded  with  mummies,  like  thofe  I 
have  read  of  in  the  hiftories  of  Egypt, 
and  one  of  which  I  once  faw  in  Eng- 
land.  At  firft  I  ftarted  •,  but  inftantiy 
recolle&ing,  that  I  had  no  caufe  to 
fear,  I  examined  them  with  great  at¬ 
tention.  They  were  all  placed  upright, 
as  clofe  as  they  could  be  round  the 
cell,  without  touching  one  another. 
Obferving  Indian  characters  upon  each 
of  them  finely  painted,  befides  various 
drawings  of  birds,  beafts,  infects,  and 
other  things,  I  examined  them  more 
nicely.  As  I  underftood  the  Indian 
languages  perfectly,  I  foon  learned  that 
thefe  had  been  priefts  of  the  fun.  Each 
mummy  had  on  it  the  name  of  the 

prieft, 
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prieft,  his  age,  and  the  time  of  his  death  ; 
by  which  I  found  that  moftof  them  had 
been  there  at  leafh  one  thoufand  years. 
Leaving  this,  I  went  into  another,  and 
another,  tili  1  had  vifited  a  dozen,  all  fill¬ 
ed  in  the  fame  manner,  with  the  fame  or¬ 
der  of  men,  all  uninjured  by  time. 

Some  other  rooms,  which  were  much 
more  fpacious,  were  filled  with  ftone  cof¬ 
fins,  with  juft  room  to  pats  between,  and 
againft  the  walls  they  were  placed,  at 
a  little  diftance  between  each,  to  the 
height  of  four  coffins.  Thefie  1  fup- 
pofed  had  not  been  embalmed,  for  as 
they  were  all  uncovered,  I  could  fee  no 
remains  of  their  bodies  but  the  afhes  ; 
but  at  the  head  of  each,  lay  a  kind  of 
coronet.  I  took  up  feverai  of  them, 
and  imagined  they  were  made  of  gold, 
as  I  afterwards  found  they  were.  I  fup- 

pofe. 
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pole,  from  the  make  of  them,  they  had 
been  worn  upon  their  heads. 

I  fhould  have  oblerved  that  when  I 
was  viewing  the  mummies,  I  found 
golden  coronets  placed  upon  each  of 
their  heads,  but  of  a  larger  and  dif¬ 
ferent  make,  which  {bowed  that  they 
had  never  been  worn,  but  made  on 
purpofe,  as  I  conjedured,  for  the  ufe 
to  which  they  were  applied.  I  was  ve¬ 
ry  defirous  to  know  who  thofe  had  been 
whofe  afhes  only  remained,  and  at  lad, 
difeovered  an  infeription  on  the  head- 
done  of  each  coffin,  from  which  I 
leal  ned  that  tney  had  been  virgins  of 
the  fun,  confecrated  to  the  fervice  of 
the  temple.  Of  thefe  virgins  I  found 
in  different  rooms  many  hundreds,  and 
feveral  hundreds  of  the  priefts.  As  I 

continued 
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continued  my  fearch,  I  found  other 
rooms,  but  all  at  a  little  diftance  from 
one  another,  fome  not  at  all  injured 
by  time,  others  a  little,  and  fome  a 
great  deal.  At  laft,  I  came  to  a  group 
of,  I  believe,  about  five  hundred,  of  a 
different  form  from  the  reft,  and  much 
]efs.  Each  of  thefe  contained  only  one 
mummy,  which,  upon  infpeXion,  I 
found  were  the  mummies  of  the  high- 
priefts  of  the  fun.  Thefe  had  alfo  a 
crown  of  gold  on  their  heads,  and 
fufpended  on  their  breafts,  a  golden 
figure  of  the  fun,  rudely  carved  in 
gold.  What  a  collection  of  mummies 
and  of  golden  treafure!  cc  But  what 
“  is  this  ?”  cried  I,  “  I  had  too  much 
cc  gold  before  to  be  happy.5’  This  re¬ 
flexion  gave  birth  to  a  figh  ^  but  I 
foon  fupprelTed  its  progrefs  *  and  as  I 

found 
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found  the  day  was  too  far  gone  to  pur- 
fue  my  journey  to  the  idol,  I  returned 
ruminating  on  what  I  had  feen,  towards 
my  folitary  cell  ;  for  fuch  I  muft  foil 
call  it,  though  I  might  truly  fay  to 
my  apartment  in  the  palace.  I  Ihould 
have  mentioned  that  in  each  of  the 
dormitories,  I  found  a  lamp  of  gold 
fufpended  from  the  roof ;  one  of  thefe 
was  foil  burning.  This  confirmed  what 

I  had  read  of  the  perpetual  lamps  of 
the  ancients. 

I  had  indulged  myfelf  fo  long  in 
my  rambles  among  theie  dormitories, 
that  it  was  dark  before  I  reached  my 
cell.  But  what  was  my  aftonifhment 
when  pulhing  the  door  open,  I  faw  in 
my  cell  a  light !  This,  at  the  fame 
■infiant,  difcovered  to  my  fight,  a  ve- 
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nerableold  man,  with  a  long  beard,  kneel¬ 
ing  as  at  his  prayers.  I  concluded,  that 
it  muft  be  the  ghoft  of  the  old  hermit. 
This  was  too  much  j  and  I  funk  down 
in  a  fwoon.  My  fall,  I  fuppofe,  alarmed 
the  hermit  *,  for,  when  I  came  to  my- 
felf,  I  found  him  fitting  by  me,  fup- 

porting  me  in  his  arms,  being  too 

/ 

weak  to  lift  me  up.  As  foon  as  he  faw 

me  revive,  “  My  daughter,’5  faid  he 

* 

*c  be  comforted,  you  are  fafe  ;  whatever 
<{  misfortune  may  have  brought  you 
tc  here,  what  protection  and  help  a 
ec  poor  feeble  old  man  can  give,  you 
may  depend  on.” 

Being  a  little  more  compofed,  I  got 
up,  and  accompanied  the  old  man  into 
the  cell ;  though  not  as  yet  thoroughly 

fadsfkd  whether  I  eonverfed  with  the 

dead, 


AMERICAN. 


123 


dead,  or  the  living.  In  the  mean  time 
he  brought  the  lhell  that  had  ftill  fome 
wine  in  it  to  me  j  I  drank  a  little  of 
it,  and  found  myfelf  quite  recovered,' 
when  we  entered  into  difcourfe.  Fie 
then  drank  fome  himfelf. 

»  J  *  _  J \  \ 4 1 J  i.  •• 

“  Holy  father,”  faid  I,  “  I  thought 

1  "»  f 

“  you  had  been  dead  fome  weeks  ago  ; 
“  are  you  really  living,  or  do  I  con- 
“  verfe  with  a  fpirit  ?”  “  My  daughter,’*’ 
returned  the  hermit,  “  I  am  really  a 
“  living  body,  though  too  weak  and 
“  faint  to  live  much  longer.  But  how 
“  comes  it  that  you  fpeak  to  me  in  a 
“  manner  as  if  you.  knew  me?  I  was 
“  furprized  to  fee  you  here,  but  more  fo‘ 
<c  to  hear  you  talk  in  this  manner  ;  and, 
did  not  your  late  fwooning  convince 
me  that  you  are  a  mortal  like  myfelf, 

G  2  «  r 
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<c  I  fhould  think  that  I,  in  my  turn, 
cc  was  alfo  difcourling  with  a  fpiric.”  + 

This  gave  me  occafion  to  acquaint 
him  with  the  caufe  of  my  coming  on 
the  ifland,  and  what  had  palled  fince,  to 
the  time  of  our  meeting. 

cc  Have  I  then,”  cried  he,  “  been  fo 

r 

happy  as  to  have  my  misfortunes 
<g  prove  the  means  of  affording  affift- 
iC  ance  to  an  innocent  and  unhappy 
“  fufferer  ?  Thanks  be  to  God  !  —  l 
4C  wrote,”  continued  he,  “  the  memo- 
tc  randum  of  my  fuppofed  approach- 
“  ing  death,  that  you  have  read,  and 
<c  thinking  my  end  to  be  very  near9 
4C  walked  out  with  a  defign  to  go  to 
tC  one  of  the  dormitories  belonging, 

as  I  find  by  your  information,  to  the 

“  vir- 
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44  virgins  of  the  fun,  in  order  to  clear 
41  one  of  them  of  the  afhes  it  contained, 
4<  and  lay  myfelf  down  in  it  ;  and  there 
44  to  await  my  approaching  diffolution, 
44  which  I  thought  could  not  then  be 
44  far  off ;  but  as  I  was  going  thither 
15  a  kind  of  delirium  feized  my  brain, 
44  and  I  wandered  up  and  down,  un- 
44  knowing  where  I  went.  Though 
44  I  had  intervals  of  fenfe,  they  never 
44  continued  long  enough  for  me  either 
44  to  find  my  way  back  to  my  cell,  or 
44  to  a  dormitory.  The  only  advan- 
44  tage  I  reaped  from  them  was  when' 
44  I  found  myfelf  hungry  or  dry,  to 
44  gather  fruits  to  eat,  and  to  feek  for 
44  water.  I  fuppofe  in  my  rar  I 
44  got  to  the  more  remote  part  of  :i.e 
44  ifland.  Once  indeed  I  imagined  I 
44  was  very  near  my  cell,  and  that  I 

G  3  thought 
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thought  I  faw  the  figure  of  a  woman 
ftanding  at  the  door  ;  upon  which  I 
halloed  as  loud  as  I  could;  but  it  va~ 
nifhed  like  lightning  from  my  fight. 
Having  to-day  the  enjoyment  of  my 
fenfes,  I  at  the  clofe  of  it  found 
cc  my  way  to  my  cell  ;  there  was  juft 
<c  light  enough  to  guide  me  to  one  of 
my  [amps,  which  I  lighted,  and  was 
kneeled  down  to  fay  my  prayers,  when 
44  the  noife  of  your  fall  made  me  turn 
i6  round  in  a  ftart,  and  I  beheld  you 
lying  on  the  ground.  This  aug- 
44  merited  my  furprize,  and  it  was  fome 
i£  moments  before  I  could  recover  my- 
<c  felf,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  move  to  your 
aftlftance.53 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

The  hermit  dies  the  idol  of  the  fun 
defcribed  ;  difcoverS  a  fubterranean  cell, 
that  leads  to  the  inftde  of  the  idol ;  a 
terrible  tempejl . 

T^1  INDING  the  hermit  flopped  his 

difcourfe,  I  told  him,  I  believed 

that  he  really  faw  me,  for  that  about  a 

month  ago,  as  already  related  in  the 

foregoing  part  of  my  life*,  the  day  I 

was  put  upon  the  ifland,  as  I  ftood  at 

the  door  of  his  cell,  fearful  to  enter,  I 

then  imagined  that  I  heard  an  human 
%_ > 

voice  calling  to  me  :  the  fright  drove 
me  into  the  cell  ;  but  from  that  time 
to  this  I  could  never  account  for  it,  but 


*  See  page  66. 
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concluded  afterwards  that  the  noife  ex- 
^fted  only  in  my  fearful  imagination. 

During  our  convention  we  refrefhed 
ourfelves  with  fome  goats  flelh  and 
*oots,  and,  now  the  night  being  far 
ipcnf,  I  perfuaded  the  hermit,  after 
much  in  treaty,  to  repofe  himfelf  on 
the  ftone  couch,  whilft  I  fat  in  the 
cnair.  The  fun  was  far  advanced  the 
ntxt  morning,  when  I  found  the  hermit 
Jlill  reclined  on  the  couch.  I  thought 
he  might  ftill  be  fleeping,  and  went  ibft- 
jy  out,  to  get  fome  goats  milk  for  our 
break  faff,  and  after  my  return  waited 
feme  hours  for  his  awaking  •,  but  as  he 
did  not  ftir,  I  began  to  fufpedl  hemighc 
be  dead.  At  laft  I  perfuaded  myfelf  to 
go  nearer,  and  now  perceived  he  was 
really  fo.  I  was  forry  fo  foon  to  have  loft 

his 
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his  fociety,  from  which  I  promifed 
myfelf  much  folace.  As  it  was  im- 
poffible  for  me  to  remove  him,  had  I 
been  ever  fo  defirous,  I  immediately 
fet  myfelf  to  convey  every  thing  out  of 
the  room  into  another,  which  I  found 
equally  convenient  j  only  I  had  the 
trouble  to  gather  mofs  and  leaves  to 
lay  upon  the  couch. 

When  I  quitted  the  room  entirely,  I 
pulled  the  door  after  me,  and  with  loofe 
(tones,  of  which  there  were  plenty,  fo 
clofed  it  up  that  no  creature  could  enter. 
The  day  was  now  too  far  fpent  to  re¬ 
new  the  fearches  of  the  day  before  ^ 
which  I  therefore  deferred  till  the  next 
day,  when  I  awoke  early,  and  having 
provided  for  my  fubfiftence  as  before, 
once  more  vifited  thefe  folitary  ruins. 
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Meeting  nothing  new  I  endeavoured  to 
find  my  way  to  the  idol  ;  which  was 
not  very  difficult,  as  the  ruins  of  the 
buildings  continued  quite  from  my  firfl 
cell  to  the  idol.*  As  I  approached  nearer 

•  V 

to  it,  I  found  the  form  of  the  building 
to  vary  much  from  what  I  had  before 
feen.  The  rooms  or  cells  here  were 
much  larger  than  the  dormitories  *,  and 
were  I  fuppofe  the  apartments,  fome  of 
which  were  ftill  entire,  which  the  priefts 
inhabited.  By  all  that  I  could  fee  I 
concluded  that  this  palace  had  never 
been  railed  higher  than  one  ftory  ;  which 
might  be  the  reafon  that  it  covered  fo 
great  an  extent  of  ground. 

Now,  at  the  diftance  of  about  a  mile 
from  the  place  of  my  abode,  as  near 

as  I  could  calculate,  I  came  near  to  the 

idol  9 
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idol  ;  and  here  I  fuppofe  the  temple 
began  ;  for  I  found  no  more  apart¬ 
ments,  but  the  remains  of  a  wall,  which 
had  antiently,  no  doubt,  furrounded  the 
idol,  and  left  a  large  area  in  the  middle. 
In  the  center  flood  this  idol.  Round 
it  was  an  afcent  of  twenty  (lone  fteps. 
The  image  itfelf,  of  gold,  greatly  ex¬ 
ceeded  human  fize :  it  refembled  a  man 
clad  in  a  long  robe  or  veil:  ;  which 
reached  quite  down  to  the  pedeflal-flone 
or  foundation  on  which  it  flood,  and  lay 
in  folds  upon  it.  This  image  was  girt 
about  the  waifl  as  with  a  girdle,  and  on 
each  breaft  gathered  to  a  point,  fattened 
as  it  were,  with  a  button  *,  the  neck 

*  -  ♦  •  *  4  .  /  4  f  »'  ■  i  »  ‘  1 

and  bofom  quite  bear  like  the  manner 

of  women ;  on  the  head  was  a  curi- 

•*  '«*  « 

oufly  wrought  crown,  and  between  the 
two  breafls  an  image  of  the  fun  carved 
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in  gold,  as  was  all  the  reft  of  it.  The 
light  hand  fupported  the  figure  of  a 
new  moon,  and  the  left  held  a  clufter 
of  flars.  On  the  back  part  of  the 
idol  was  written  in  large  Indian  charac¬ 
ters  to  this  purpofe,  The  oracle  of~ 
the  sun.  I  afcended  the  fteps,  and 
threw  a  ftone  at  the  image,  and  found  it 
was  hollow. 

S 

Having  now  pretty  well  fatisfied  my 
curiofity,  I  began  my  walk  home  again. 
In  my  way  thither,  as  I  kept  a  ftrait 
way  as  nearly  as  the  buildings  would 
admit,  I  ftruck  my  foot  againft  fome- 
thing  and  fell  down.  I  got  no  hurt ; 
as  foon  as  I  was  up  again,  I  turned 
round  to  fee  at  what  I  had  {tumbled, 
and  found  it  to  be  a  large  iron  bar. 
Upon  removing  the  earth,  that  covered 

part 
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part  of  it,  I  difcovered  a  kind  of  trap¬ 
door  of  the  fame  metal,  of  which  this 
was  a  part,  and  two  ftrong  bolts.  I 
endeavoured,  with  (tones,  to  force  the 
bolts  open,  but  did  not  effect  it  with¬ 
out  great  labour,  and  then  with  equal 
difficulty  pulled  the  door  up,  on  the 
infide  of  which  were  two  other  bolts 
to  fallen  it  within- fide.  A  (tone  ftair- 
cafe  prefented  itfelf*  I  went  down  a 
few  fteps  •,  but  as  they  led  me  under 
the  earth,  I  found  it  too  dark  to  proceed 
without  a  light.  But  my  curiofity  was 
fo  much  excited,  that  I  determined  to 
go  home,  and  fetch  a  light  to  explore 
this  fubterraneous  cavity.  For  this 
purpofe  I  brought  three  (hell-lamps 
and  my  tinder-box. 


As 
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As  focm  as  I  was  got  to  the  bottom 
of  the  flairs,  and  had  loft  all  fight  of 
the  light  above,  I  fat  down  one  of  my 
lighted  lamps;  at  a  further  diftance  I 
fat  down  another  in  the  fame  manner, 
and  with  a  third  and  my  tinder-box, 
in  cafe  the  light  fhould  go  out,  then 
proceeded.  I  made  ufe  of  thefe  three 
lights  to  render  the  paffage  lefs  terrify¬ 
ing,  and  that  I  might  be  in  lefs  danger 
of  being  left  in  total  darkneis.  I 
found  this  paffage  very  narrow,  capa¬ 
ble  of  admitting  only  one  perfon  to 
walk  ahreaft,  but  high  enough  to 
admit  a  perfon  of  more  than  the  highefl 
ftature.  Almoft  all  the  way  on  each 
fide  there  were  a  kind  of  nitches  or 
holes.  Upon  examining  them  I  found 
they  contained  a  variety  of  things,  all 
of  gold,  of  which  I  knew  not  the  ufe, 

befides 
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befides  a  great  number  of  rings,  brace¬ 
lets,  lamps,  and  crowns.  An  im- 
menfe  treafure  !  a  litle  further  I  dis¬ 
covered  a  kind  of  room,  pretty  fpa- 
cious ;  in  this  hung  up  a  great  many, 
as  I  fuppofed,  facred  veftments.  Thefe 
were  formed  of  gold  wire,  or  rather  of 
narrow  plated  gold  curioufly  folded,  or 
twifted  together  like  net  work. 

I  was  furprifed  to  find  how  little  they 
were  tarnilhed  ;  but  the  place  in  which 
they  hung  was  very  dry,  and  had  very  lit¬ 
tle  air.  Among  thefe  veftments  were  fome 
of  more  extraordinary  workmanfhip 
and  richnefs.  The  largeft  was,  as  it 
were,  fprinkled  over  with  precious  ftones, 
and  here  and  there  a  large  diamond. 
It  appeared  to  be  in  the  fame  fafhion 
with  that  with  which  the  ftatue  of  the 

fun 
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fun  was  clothed.  By  this  hung  a  kind  of 
clofe  veft  or  ca/Tock  of  the  fame  make,  de- 
figned  I  fuppofed  to  be  worn  under  the 
other,  with  diamond  buttons  to  fatten  it. 
Near  this  was  a  crown  of  moft  exquifite 
make,  richly  befet  with  precious  ftones 
of  various  ftzes  and  colours ;  one 
on  the  top  particularly  large,  which 
emitted  from  all  parts  of  it  a  light 
greater  than  that  of  my  lamp. 


In  the  fame  room  was  a  golden  ftaff, 
or  rod,  with  a  fmall  image  of  the  fun 
on  the  top  of  it.  I  iuppoled  thele  two 
laft  v^ftmt.ncs  might  have  belonged  to 
the  high  pried  -5  and  the  ftaff  likewife. 
In  looking  over  the  gold  rings,  I  found 
one  which  was  let  round  with  precious 
ftones,  with  a  very  large  one  in  the 
middle,  which  (hone  with  a  luftre  equal 

to 
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td  that  on  the  top  of  the  crown,  as  I 
fuppofed  the  high-priefts  wore  ;  this 
I  put  on  one  of  my  fingers,  and  two  of 
the  richeft  bracelets,  befet  with  pre¬ 
cious  ftones,  on  each  of  my  arms. 

Having  fufficiently  Satisfied  my  cu- 
riofity  with  looking  at  treafures  that 
could  yield  me  no  real  fervice,  1  walked 
on  a  little  farther,  and  found  another 
flight  of  flairs  *,  thefe  I  afcended,  won¬ 
dering  whither  they  would  lead  me. 
They  were  very  narrow  and  fteep ;  which 
I  foon  found,  led  me  up  into  the  image 
of  the  fun.  At  laft  I  got  quite  into 
the  body  of  it,  and  my  head  within 
the  head  of  it.  There  were  holes 
through  the  mouth,  eyes,  nofe,  and  ears 
of  it;  fo  that  I  could  diftinftly  fee  all 
over  the  ifland  before  me,  of  which  the 

height 
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height  I  was  at  gave  me  a  great  com¬ 
mand.  I  indeed  thought  I  could  even 
behold  the  Tea. 

4 

My  aftonilhment  was  fo  great  at 
what  I  had  ieen,  that  I  exclaimed  aloud, 
“ 6  What  wonders  are  here  1”  As  I  fpoke 
tnefe  words  pretty  loud,  I  had  fcarcely 
uttered  them,  before  I  was  almoft  dun¬ 
ned  with  the  found  of  my  own  voice. 
This  image,  particularly  the  head  of  it, 
it  feems,  was  fo  wonderfully  conftrudted 
as  to  increafe  the  found  of  even  a  low 
voice  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  exceed  that 
or  the  loudeft  fpeaker  :  for  afterwards 
faying,  in  as  low  a  voice  as  I  could, 
“  What  a  knowledge  of  mechanics  mull: 
“  the  ancients  have  had  !”  I  might,  I 
dare  fay,  have  been  heard  as  far  as  the 
human  voice  is  commonly  heard  in¬ 
telligibly.. 
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telligibly.  Nothing  therefore  could  be 
more  natural  for  me  to  conclude  than 
that  this  image  was  anciently  ufed  to 
give  out  oracles  :  I  tried  to  fing  an 
hymn  in  my  ufual  pitch  of  voice  ;  but 
the  found  was  too  much  for  my  ears  to 
bear  \  and  I  was  obliged  to  lower  my 
key, 

I  now  thought  it  time  to  defcend  and 
go  home,  left  the  night  ftiould  come 
on  me.  The  extraordinary  things  that 
I  had  feen  afforded  me  a  variety  of 
agreeable  reflections  in  my  way  home, 
and  took  off  from  the  horror  of  the 
gloominefs  that  the  approaching  even¬ 
ing  fhed  around  me.  Nor  did  the 
thought  of  walking  among  the  remains 
of  the  dead  give  me  the  lead  terror. 
Having  reached  my  cell,  anri  pre¬ 
pared 
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pared  to  take  my  reft,  I  was  alarmed 
with  a  loud  clap  of  thunder,  I  cannot 
fay  terrified,  for  I  naturally  love  to  hear 
it  thunder  ;  there  is  fomething  awful 
and  great  in  it,  that  always  compofes 
my  mind,  rail es  it  above  the  things  of 
fenfe,  and  fills  my  mind  with  noble 
and  exalted  ideas  of  God  j  whofe  pre¬ 
fence  I  think  it,  as  it  were,  befpeaks. 
I  bow  and  reverence  :  for  though  fen- 
fible  that  both  it  and  lightning  are  the 
effeds  of  natural  caufes,  yet  I  confider 
them  as  under  the  diredion  of  God  -y 
and  doubt  not  that  they  are  fometimes 
direded  to  anfvver  fome  particular  ends 
of  providence. 

Storms  of  this  kind,  that  fometimes 
happen  in  Europe,  are  by  no  means 
to  be  ;ompared  to  thofe  in  thefe  parts  *, 

and 
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and  of  the  latter  fort  was  that  which 
I  am  now  mentioning.  The  claps  of 
thunder  were  prodigious  loud  and  long  . 
the  lightning  alrnoft  without  intermif- 
fion.  I  was  fearful  that  the  done  room 
I  fat  in  might  be  thrown  down,  and 
therefore  went  out. 

But  what  did  I  behold  !  Imagination 
can  fcarcely  conceive  fuch  a  total  dark- 
nefs  as  then  covered  the  earth ;  as  if 
every  particle  of  light  had  been  an- 
nihilated,  and  primitive  chaos  had  once 
more  refumed  its  reign  ;  when  in  an 
inftant  the  thunder  roared,  as  if  the 
whole  earth  had  been  burftinn:  into 
atoms,  whilft  the  lightning  fhowed  the 
air  one  entire  body  of  liquid  fire,  and 
fo  illumined  the  earth,  that  I  knew 
not  which  was  brighter,  that  or  the  air. 

It 
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It  was  too  much  to  bear ;  I  again 
fought  my  cell,  and  there  trembling 
waited  the  dilTolution  of  all  things,  as 
I  indeed  then  expedted. 

I  fuppofe  this  dreadful  hurricane  might 
continue  two  hours,  when  it  gradually 
expired,  or  rather  leemed  to  retire, 
eliewhere,  in  more  low  and  diftant 
founds,  and  all  was  calm  as  though  it 
had  always  been  fo.  I  foon  became 
compofed  myfelf,  and  once  more  re¬ 
tired  to  reft.  But  what  a  new  fcene 
prefented  itfelf  the  next  morning,  when 
I  came  out  of  my  habitation  to  view 
the  effects  that  the  laft  night  might 
have  produced !  My  way  was  fre¬ 
quently  obftru<fted-  by  trees  torn  up  with 
their  roots,  and  fcattered  here  and  there, 
and  the  earth  in  many  places  covered 
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with  the  bodies  of  dead  birds,  goats, 
&c.  and  the  carcafles  of  other  fmall 
animals,  whofe  names  I  knew  not.  But 
when  I  approached  the  fea-fnore,  the 
objedVs  were  changed  ;  but  to  fuch  as 
flill  Ihowed  how  dreadful  the  ftorm 
had  been.  The  foam,  which  the  am- 
tated  fea  had  thrown  on  the  fhore,  lay- 
in  great  quantities  intermixed  with  a 
prodigious  number  of  dead  fifh ;  fome 
of  an  enormous  fize.  Many  of  the 
rocks  were  rent  in  pieces,  and  their 
broken  fragments  made  an  horrid  ap¬ 
pearance.  What  a  fubjedt  of  fpecula- 
tion  here  for  a  philofopher  ! 

I  now  turned  my  fteps  back  to  the 
more  inland  parts,  where  I  beheld  the 
fame  havock  made  among  the  trees, 
beads,  and  birds,  but  no  hurt  done 
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to  the  remains  of  the  palace  ;  which  I 
fuppofe  owed  its  fecurity  from  the  ge¬ 
neral  defolation,  to  the  lownefs  of  it. 
But  1  muft  confefs  I  trembled  for  the 
ftatue  of  the  fun,  though  I  knew  not 

why  ;  for  what  was  it  to  me  whether 
it  ftood  or  fell  ?  As  foon  as  I  came 
near  enough,  I  faw  it  was  fafe  •,  and  was 
far  from  being  difpleafed  that  it  was  fo. 

I  now  returned  home,  and  having 

fc> 

thoroughly  gratified  my  curiofity  in 
fearching  among  the  ancient  ruins  and 
exploring  the  contents  of  them,  I  fpent 
my  time  in  my  little  domeftic  concerns, 
my  devotions,  and  reading  the  few  books 
that  I  found  in  my  cheft. 
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C  H  A  P.  IX. 

Terrified  at  the  annual  vifitation  of  the 
Indians,  fioe  intends  to  conceal  herfelj  di 
the  fubterranean  paffage  j  refolves  t* 
convert  the  Indians ;  takes  her  Jlation 
in  the  body  of  the  idol. 

H  E  time  now  drew  pretty  near 
when  the  Indians  were  to  come  to 
pay  their  annual  vifit  to  the  idol  of  the 
fun.  This  reflection  put  me  upon 
thinking  how  I  Ihould  fecrete  myfelf 
during  that  day.  I  was  indeed  informed 
by  the  hermit’s  manufeript,  that  he  con. 
tented  himlelf  with  Having  within  his 
cell,  and  forty  years  had  found  that  pre¬ 
caution  fufficient  for  his  concealment  • 
but  ftill  I  was  afi aid  to  tollow  his  ex- 
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ample.  Perhaps  my  being  a  woman 
made  me  more  timerous.  That,  thought 
I,  which  has  never  happened  may  pof- 
fibly  arrive,  and  if  prudence  teaches  us 
always  to  avail  ourfelves  of  the  bed 
means  in  our  power,  I  ought  rather  to 
fecrete  myfelf  in  the  fubterraneous  paf- 
fage,  a  place  in  which  I  fhall  certainly 
be  lefs  liable  to  be  found  *  and  cer¬ 
tainly  unufed  by  the  hermit,  only  be- 
caufe  unknown  to  him  ;  for  I  found  no 
mention  of  it,  and  mod  undoubtedly  he 
would  not  have  palled  over,  in  fiience^ 
fuch  an  extraordinary  difcovery.  The 
circumdance  of  the  two  bolts  within- 
fide  of  the  iron  door,  which  opened 
into  the  pafiage,  confirmed  my  opinion 
in  the  fitnefs  of  this  afylum,  as  by 
their  means  l  could  faden  myfelf  in. 


I  had 
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I  had  no  fooner  made  my  fixed  de¬ 
termination  to  retire  to  this  place, 

but  a  very  ftrange  thought  arofe  in  my 
mind.  It  was  nothing  lefs  than  this, 
to  afcend  into  the  hollow  idol,  fpeak 
to  the  Indians  from  thence,  and  endea¬ 
vour  to  convert  them  from  their  klo- 
iatry.  A  bold  attempt !  not  rafhly  to 
be  undertaken.  I  weighed  this  for  fe- 
veral  days  in  my  mind.  As  the  man¬ 
ner  of  my  education  had  afforded  me 
an  opportunity  of  learning  feveral  of 
the  Indian  dialects,  fo  as  to  lpeak 
them  with  the  utmoft  eafe,  I  thought 
it  very  probable  they  might  fpeak  fome 
one  of  them  ;  and  the  conftruftion  of 
the  image,  as  before  obferved,  was  luch, 
that  if  they  came  within  any  tole¬ 
rable  diftance  of  it,  I  fhould  difcover 
whether  I  underftood  them  or  not. 

H  2  If 
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If  the  latter,  it  would  remain  only  for 
me  to  be  filent-,  but  if  I  fhould  un- 

derftand  their  language,  I  thought  the 
extraordinarinefs  of  the  event,  my 
fpeaking  to  them,  would  appear  mira¬ 
culous,  fill  them  with  awe,  and  preju¬ 
dice  their  minds  greatly  in  favour  of  what 
I  fhould  fay  to  them.  1  further  ftrength- 
ened  my  refolution  with  this  reflection, 
that  an  attempt  to  teach  the  knowledge 
of  the  true  God  to  thofe  who  know 
him  not,  was  laudable,  and  might  not 
want  a  providential  fanCtion.  As  to 
the  human  means,  I  knew  I  was  tole¬ 
rably  well  principled  in  the  theory  of 
religion,  by  my  uncle’s  great  care,  as 
already  mentioned. 

With  refped  to  the  Indians,  I  very 
well  knew  that  they  are  generally  of 

a  do- 
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a  docile  difpofition,  and  that  if  you 
once  convince  them  that  your  inten¬ 
tions  towards  them  are  friendly,  no 
people  are  more  grateful ;  nor  are  there 
any  in  whom  you  can,  fafely,  place  a 
greater  confidence.  Again  I  confidered, 
that  if  I  fhould  hereafter  judge  it  pru¬ 
dent  to  difcover  myfelf  to  them,  and 
to  go  and  live  among  them,  that  my 
tawny  complexion  would  be  fome 
recommendation.  Suppofing  all  this 
fhould  take  place,  I  thought  that  though 
it  might  not  open  a  way  to  my  return 
to  Europe,  yet  it  might  to  my  living 
a  much  happier  life,  and  give  me  an 
opportunity  of  doing  abundantly  more 
good,  than  I  had  the  leaft  reafon  to 
think  I  fhould  ever  effedf  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  my  life.  The  more 
I  confidered  the  affair,  the  more  refo- 

H  3  lute 
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lute  I  became  to  undertake  it.  How¬ 
ever,  I  was  determined  to  give  it  a  very 
deliberate  confideration.  Nay,  I  even 
made  it  the  fubjefl:  of  my  prayers,  that 
if*  I  might  become  an  inftrument  to 
promote  the  knowledge  and  glory  of 
God,  and  the  falvation  and  happi- 
nefs  of  any  of  his  creatures,  I  might 
have  his  bleffing  on  my  endeavours. 
Surely  this  was  not  fuperftition  in  one 
who  believes  in  a  particular  provi¬ 
dence  !  And  of  this  perfuafion  fhall  no 
man  rob  me  !  Certainly  he  who  would 
divide  the  belief  of  a  particular  provi¬ 
dence  from  religion,  deftroys  that 
which  he  fhould  retain.  He  takes 
from  man  that  hope  which  only  can 
fupport  him  under  the  viciOitudes  and 
cares  of  this  life.  Let  a  man  be  tho¬ 
roughly  perfuaded  that  he  is  not  the 

the 
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the  fubjeCt  of  divine  care,  what  can 
fupport  him  in  the  hour  of  affliction  ? 
What  can  prevent  him  from  feeking  re¬ 
lief  from  the  piftol,  or  the  dagger  ? 

,  .  i  -  -  '  5  -  'if!  f x  ■  '  U 

-  ;  .  1 '*  i.  •  -v  *  l  -  -»>•  ;  f  '  -  *  *  > 

But  leaving  thefe  reflections  to  thofe 

• 

who  are  fo  happy*  as  to  think,  I  re¬ 
turn  to  my  hiflory.  I  reflected  that  as 
there  were  feveral  holes,,  or  openings 
in  the  image,  I  might  poffibly  be  feen 
through  them  by  the  Indians,  before  i 
might  have  leifure  to  judge  whether  I 
(hould  addrefs  myfelf  to  them  or  not ; 
which  might  be  attended  with  unfore- 
feen  confequences,  to  my  great  difad- 
vantage.  To  come  to  a  certainty  as 
to  this  material  point,  I  proceeded  in 
this  manner :  I  took  one  of  my  gowns, 
and  carried  it  into  the  ftatue,  and 
with  other  things  fo  fluffed  it  out,  as 

II  4  to 
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to  make  it  faft  within  the  idol,  and 
to  cover  all  the  holes.  I  then  went  out 
upon  the  ifland,  and  carefully  furveyed 
the  ftatue  round,  and  found,  to  my 
great  fatisfaftion,  that  the  feveral  per¬ 
forations  grew  narrower  as  they  ap¬ 
proached  the  interior  part  of  the  fta- 
tue,  and  were  fo  deep  that  they  caft  a 
fhadow  within  themfelves,  fo  that  up¬ 
on  the  neareft  approach  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  fee  into  it,  without  there  had 
been  a  light  within- fide  ;  however,  at 
ieaft,  I  could  not  diftinguifti  my  gown; 

the  ,%ue  was  too  high  for  any 
perfpn  to  bring,  his  eyes,  or  even  his 
hands,  near,  to  the  openings.  But  for 
leari^H  deception  might  be.  owing  to 
the  gown's  covering  the  holes  more 
clofely  than  my  body  could,  I  took  it 
away,  and  once  more  went  out  to  make  a 

fe- 
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fecond  obfervation,  and  had  ftill  the 
pleafure  to  find  it  was  impoffible  to  fee 
into  the  ftatue  at  all. 

Though  this  danger  was  entirely  re¬ 
moved,  there  ftill  remained  another.  I 

V 

had  difcovered,  as  the  reader  may  re¬ 
member,  that  fuch  was  the  wonderful 
mechanifm  of  this  ftatue,  that  the  leaft 
found  became  very  audible.  The  noife 
I  might  make  then  at  getting  into  it 
might  inftantly  difcover  me  *,  for  it  was 
reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  the  vifitants 
would  come  as  near  to  their  idol  as 
they ’could  i  no  doubt  afcend  the  very 
fteps  leading  up  to  it,  and  being  thus 
near  rnuft  needs  hear  the  leaft  noife. 

•  ,  \  f  ‘  ^  , 

*  '  4  •  *  i  *  *  »  J  | 

alarming  as  this  confideration  was, 

it  foon  fubfided.  For  to  avoid  the 

^  *■ 

poffibility  of  this  event,  I  determined 
-  FI  5  to 
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to  place  myfelf  in  it  before  their  ar¬ 
rival,  and  to  fit  perfectly  ftill  till  their 
departure,  if  I  fhould  fee  occafion  j 
or  till  I  fpoke,  if  I  fhould  find  it  pro- 
per  10  to  do.  The  image  was  very 
well  contrived  to  favour  my  purpofe; 
there  was  in  it  a  convenient  feat,  and 
fure  footing  for  my  feet  *  and  which 
alfor  luckily  fuited  my  ftature,  fo  that 
when  I  fat,  my  face  was  diredlly  upon 
a  level  with  the  holes;  by  which  means 
I  could,  without  changing  my  pofture, 

lee  every  thing  that  was  to  be  feen 

»  _  .  ; 

through  them.  Looking  in  my  Al¬ 
manack  I  found  that  the  night  preced¬ 
ing  the  Thurfday  on  which  the  Indians 
were  to  come,  was  the  time  of  full- 
mdon  ;  and  that,  therefore,  they,  very 

i- -  : 

probably,  would  take  the  advantage 
of  it  to  fet  out  in  the  night,  to  be  on 

;  the 
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the  ifland  early  in  the  morning.  Nor 
was  my  conjecture  wrong,  as  the  event 
proved.  I  thought,  therefore,  it  would 
be  prudent  in  me  to  take  up  my  refi- 
dence  early  in  the  evening. 

■  o  )  :  i  -\ 

v-  V  *  •  '  -  J  .  .  *  *  * 

There  were  now  but  three  days  to 

come  before  their  arrival,  during  which, 

\ 

I  changed  my  mind,  perhaps,;  as  many 
times  as  there  are  hours  in  that  fpace. 
This  moment  I  imagined  hundreds  of 
Indians  proftrate  before  me  with  reve¬ 
rence  and  attention,  whilft  like  a  law¬ 
giver,  I  uttered  precepts,  and,  like  an; 
orator,  inculcated  them  with  a  voice 
magnified  almoft  to  the  loudnefs  of 
thunder.  At  another  time  my  foul 
fhrunk  within  me  at  the  imagined  noife 
of  their  dreadful  yell  *  whilft  my  ima¬ 
gination  painted  to  me  an  enraged 

H  6  multitude 
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multitude  tearing  down,  in  their  fury, 

branches  of  trees  with  which  to  fur- 

round  the  ftatue,  and  to  burn  me 
*n  it.  .  i  »  ] 

k  #  *  h  i  i.  :  k  .  * 

As  one,  or  other  of  thefe  thoughts 
prevailed,  I  refolved  for  or  againft,  the 
undertaking.  At  laft,  with  more  than 
female  refolution,  I  determined  on  the 
attempt,  and  from  that  moment  forti¬ 
fied  my  mind,  and  checked  every  rifing 
fear.  This  was  on  the  morning  of  the 
preceding  day  of  their  coming.  Out 
of  the  few  clothes  which  I  had,  I  chofe 
thofe  which  I  thought  would  make  the 
leaft  ruftling,  and  were  the  leaft  bulky. 

I  thought  one  fhell-lamp  would  be  fuf- 
ficient,  and  that  I  would  put  that  out, 
when  I  came  to  the  foot  of  the  ftatue, 
as  I  ftiould  take  my  tinder-box  with 

me. 
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me.  As  I  intended  to  get  into  the 
ftatue  at  night,  and  knew  not  how  ma¬ 
ny  hours  I  might  be  obliged  to  con¬ 
tinue  there  the  nexc  day,  I  put  a  few 
roots  into  my  pocket,  and  as  I  had  no¬ 
thing  but  fhelis  to  take  any  water  in 
with  me,  and  was  afraid  I  might  drop 

*  ”  (  ^  f 

them,  and  make  a  noife,  I  contented  my- 
felf  with  fome  ripe  limes  and  other 
moift  fruits,  of  which  there  was  plenty 
on  the  ifland.  When  the  evening  came 
on,  having  firft  performed  fome  par¬ 
ticular  devotions  on  the  occafion,  I  fet 
out,  and  as  foon  as  I  had  got  low 
enough  down  the  flairs,  I  fattened  the 
two  bolts  of  the  door  after  me.  1 
fhould  have  obferved  that  before  I  fet 
out,  I  concealed  every  thing  I  had  up 
and  down  in  holes,  which  I  covered 
up  clofe  with  ftones,  fo  as  nothing 

could 
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could  be  perceived,  that  in  cafe  any 
of  the  Indians  fhould  chance  to  wander 
into  my  apartments,  they  fhould  dif- 
cover  nothing  that  might  prompt  them 

to  fuppofe  that  any  human  creature  in¬ 
habited  them. 

..  •  •  ' 

1  ;  ,  ;  ♦  f  -  *  •  B 

r  ■  * 

When  I  came  to  the  foot  of  the 
ftatue  I  pulled  off  my  fhoes,  and  left 
them  there,  that  I  might  not  make  any 
noile  with  them  in  changing  my  pof- 
fture  as  I  fat.  Though  my  fituation 
was  dark  within,  yet  as  the  moon  fhone 
very  bright,  I  had  a  very  agreeable  prof- 
pe£t  of  the  ifland.  My  mind  was  too 
bufy  to  fuffer  me  to  fleep  ;  the  ex¬ 
pectation  of  the  events  of  the  coming 
day  engroffed  all  my  thoughts.  I 
hoped,  I  feared,  I  trembled,  I  prayed. 
For  a  moment  I  refolved  to  defcendi 

and 
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and  give  up  the  enterprize  •,  again, 
much  courage  revived,  and  I  was  a 

f 

heroine.  The  confcioufnefs  of  the  pu¬ 
rity  of  my  intention,  and  the  goodnefs 
of  my  defign,  prevailed  over  every  other 
thought,  and  I  became  calm  and  de¬ 
termined.  Whilft  I  thus  fat  waiting 
for  the  arrival  of  the  Indians,  and  ob- 
ferving  the  figns  of  approaching  day, 
a  fudden  clap  of  thunder  broke  juft 
over  my  head  ;  the  introdudtion  to  a 
more  violent  hurricane  than  that  which 
I  had  lately  feen.  This  was  accompa¬ 
nied  with  an  earthquake  that  fhook  the 
whole  ifland,  and  I  expected  every  mo¬ 
ment  that  I  fhould  be  fwallowed  up, 
or,  at  the  belt,  that  the  ftatue  would  be 
overturned  with  myfelf  in  it.  I  now 
trembled  indeed,  and  all  my  courage 
failed,  The  ftorm  ftill  continuing,  I 


at 
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at  laft,  made  fliift  to  defcend  the  flairs, 
and  being  arrived  in  the  paflage,  I  fat 

down  on  the  ground,  unable  to  go  far 
into  it. 

-  -  w  ^  t  ,  \  <  f  7 

It  was  darknefs  all  around  me,  and 
I  could  not  find  my  lamp  and  tinder- 
box.  The  earthquake  ftilJ  conti¬ 
nued,  as  I  perceived  by  the  motion  of 
the  ground  beneath  me.  I  thought  it 
could  not  be  long  before  I  fliould  be 
buried  alive  in  the  earth-,  and  there¬ 
fore,  as  well  as  my  difturbed  fpirits 
would  permit,  recommended  rrryfelf  in¬ 
to  the  hands  of  God. 
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Finds  herfelf  unable  to  get  cut  of  the 
idol  *,  after  defpairing  of  extricating  her - 
felf)  forces  open  the  pajfage  ;  and  per¬ 
ceives  the  earthquake  had  dejiroyed  her 
habitation . 

'  '  •  I 

IN  this  melancholy  fituation  did  I 
continue  for  fome  hours,  when  I 
fuppofed  the  earthquake  was  over  ^  for. 
I  no  longer  felt  the  motion  of  it.  But 
the  thunder  (till  continued,  yet  with 
lefs  violence,  and  the  claps  were  not 
fo  frequent.  I  got  up,  and  once  more 
aicended  into  the  image,  faw  no  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  Indians,  and  fuppofed. 
that  they  would  not  be  able  to  come  at 
all  at  that  time.  Whilft  I  fat  here,  I 

per- 
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perceived  the  earth  to  Ihake  again,  and 
I  once  more  defcended  into  the  paf- 
Lge,  determined  at  all  events  to  get  cut 
of  it,  and,  if  poflible,  once  more,  to 
gain  my  cell  j  for  I  fhucldered  at  the 
thoughts  of  being  buried  alive  where  I 
was,  which  I  had  but.  too  much  reafon 
to  fear.  I  even  got  over  the  fear  of 
the  Indians  coming,  and  difoovering 
of  me,  with  the  hopes  that  my  com¬ 
plexion  and  the  advantage  of  fpeaking 
their  language,  which  I  little  feared  but 
I  fhould  underftand,  would  recommend 
me  to  their  favour.  And  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  ftorm,  I  might  pofiibly 
efcape  without  any  hurt ;  and  at  the 
worft,  I  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
die  by  a  blaft  of  lightning,,  or  by  the 
ftroke  of  thunder,  than  to  be  buried 

alive 
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alive  in  the  earth,  and  very  likely  be 
feveral  days  in  dying. 

1  *  \  *»  ’  J  * 

-  „  *  i  J  if  l  J 

I  fhould  have  been  glad  to  have 
found  my  lamp  ;  but  as  I  could  not, 

I  groped  my  way  as  well  as  I  could 
to  the  flairs,  which  led  up  to  the  trap¬ 
door,  which,  having  reached,  I  endea¬ 
voured  to  unbolt  ;  but  as  the  bolts 
were  large  and  very  rufty,  they  gave 
me  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  much 
pain,  forced  the  fkin  off  my  hands* 
and  made  them  very  fore  and  bloody 
At  laft  they  both  gave  back,  when  I 

• 

pufhed  the  door  upwards ;  but  what 
was  my  terror  at  finding  it  would  not 
give  way  !  I  was  perfuaded  that  I  had 
unbolted  it  *,  and  therefore  concluded, 
in  my  mind,  that  the  earthquake  had 
overturned  fome  of  the  earth  above, 

and 
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and  covered  it  over.  It  is  impoffible 
to  defcnbe  the  agony  of  my  mind  ;  I 
concluded  myfelf  loft,  that  I  was  en¬ 
tombed  alive,  and  that  I  Ihould  mife- 
rably  perifc  with  hunger  and  thirft. 
Fear  added  ftrength,  and  I  again  and' 
again  made  the  utmoft  efforts  to  raife 
the  door  up,  but  in  vain  ;  I  did  but 
increafe  my  pain,  and  exhauft  my 
ftrength,  till  I  was  unable  to  make  a 
farther  trial. 

r 

How  dreadful  my  fituation  f  no  other 
profped  before  me  but  that  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  lingering  death  !  I  fat  a  long  time 
on  the  ftairs  in  the  moft  melancholy- 
condition.  I  endeavoured  to  pray,  but 
could  not  ;  at  1  aft  I  did,  when,  a  little 
more  compofed,  I  got  up  to  look  at 
that  light  which  I  never  expetfted  to 
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enjoy  again  with  an  open  freedom.  I 
was  fatisfied  as  I  crept  along,  that  the 
earthquake  was  over.  When  I  was 
got  into  the  ftatue,  I  found  that  the 
thunder  and  lightning  ftill  continued- 
What  would  I  not  have  given  in  that 
moment,  to  have  been  expofed  to  its 
utmoft  violence!  I  mod  ardently  wifh- 
ed  for  the  coming  of  the  Indians,  who 
happily  might  prove  the  inftruments 
of  my  deliverance.  But  this  was  ra¬ 
ther  the  wilh  of  defpair  than  a  proba¬ 
ble  event  ;  for  how  lhould  they  know 
where  to  find  the  door,  fuppofing  them 
prefent  and  difpofed  to  feek  it  ?  Tired 
with  fitting  here,  or  rather  with  my 
own  tormenting  thoughts,  I  once  more, 
I  knew  not  why,  defcended  into  the 
paffage  ;  but  what  comfort  was  I  to 
find  there  ?  As  I  got  to  the  bottom 

of 
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of  the  flairs  my  foot  ftruck  againft  fome- 
thing,  which,  upon  feeling,  I  found 
to  be  my  tinder-box,  and  by  it  my  lamp. 
A  fecret  joy  fpread  through  my  heart. 
This  I  inftantly  checked  with  this  re¬ 
flexion,  What  comfort,  faid  I  to  mylelf, 
can  light  afford  to  fuch  a  wretch  as  I 
am,  doomed  to  perilh  in  this  place  ? 
I  now  upbraided  myfelf  with  my  own 
folly.  Why  did  I  undertake  this  rafh. 
hazardous  enterprize  ?  Could  the  poor 
hermit  content  himfeif  forty  years  in 
his  lonely  cell,  and  was  1  fo  loon  weary 
of  it?  All  the  favours  of  providence 
are  now  loft  upon  me.  I  might  have 
lived  with  forne  degree  of  comfort,  but 
now  muft  peri (li  miferably.  I  have  by 
my  rafhneis  finned  againft  the  mercy 

of  heaven,  and  now  muft  die  without 

it. 

Thus 
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Thus  did  I  indulge  the  fevered 
refledions  on  my  own  condudt.  At 
lad  I  thought  I  would  once  more 
look  at  my  prifon-door,  but  with  no 
hopes  of  efcape.  For  this  purpofe  I 
-druck  fire,  and  lighted  my  lamp, 
and  having  reached  the  door,  I  care¬ 
fully  examined  the  bolts,  which  I 
thought  I  difcovered  to  be  not  quite 
drawn  back  ;  this  gave  me  a  little 
hope.  I  tried  one  of  them  with  much 
pain,  for  my  hands  were  very  fore,  and 
at  lad  it  gave  back  a  little  ;  now  my 
hopes  were  quite  revived,  and  gave  me 
f re  fir  drength  to  attempt  the  other, 
and  was  again  fuccefsful,  and  fo  hap¬ 
py  as  to  raife  the  door  up.  Thus  had 
my  midake  procured  all  this  uneafinefs 
to  me-,  and  how  many  of  our  miferieS 
do  often  flow  from  our  midakes  ?  j 
4 
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now  once  more  beheld  the  open  air  in  free¬ 
dom,  if  fuch  can  be  faid  of  one  who  was 
confined  in  a  fmall  ifland  bounded  by 
the  lea.  I  thanked  God  or  my  deliver¬ 
ance,  and  as  the  day  was  declining, 
I  intended  to  make  hafte  to  my  cell 
but  found  frefh  ruins  to  interrupt 
my  way.  Thofe  remains  of  the  pa¬ 
lace  which  I  left  {landing  but  the  day 
before,  were  now  thrown  down  ;  not 
one  had  efcaped  the  violence  of  the 
earthquake,  not  even  excepting  the 
cell  I  inhabited.  I  had  reafon  ,  in¬ 
deed,  to  be  very  thankful  for  my  con¬ 
finement  in  the  fubterraneous  palTage, 
to  which,  in  all  probability,  I  owed 
my  not  having -perilhed  in  my  cell. 
But  one  misfortune  I  Hill  fuftained,  the 
want  of  an  apartment  above  ground. 

The 
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The  thoughts  of  living  under-ground 
were  very  difagreeabie  >  but  no  better 
habitation  remained  for  me.  Ir  was 
well  for  me,  that  I  had  the  precaution  to 
remove  my  few  effects  out  of  my  cell, 
which  by  the  fall  of  it  might  have  been 
deftroyed,  but  which  I  found  fafe  where 
I  had  depofited  them.  I  took  fome  pro- 
vifions,  and  fome  more  lamps  and  fat,  in 
order  to  render  my  dark  abode  as  light 
as  I  could,  and  with  an  heavy  heart  re¬ 
turned  back  to  th'e  place  I  had  left  but  a 
little  while  before,  not  thinking  I  fhould 
ever  have  made  it  the  voluntary  place 
of  my  refidence,  if  indeed  I  may  fay 
voluntary  ;  for  it  was  neceffity,  not  a 
free  choice,  that  led  me  thither.  Hav¬ 
ing  entered  by  the  door  and  fattened  it, 
I  lighted  five  other  lamps,  with  that  I 
earned  in  my  hand  ready  lighted,  but 

VoL’  1  I  chefe 
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thefe  were  not  fufficient  to  take  off  the 
gloominefs  of  the  place.  1  had  no  bet¬ 
ter  lodging  than  the  bare  ground  *  for 
It  was  too  late  to  furnifh  myfelf  with 
leaves. 

A  melancholy  fituation  this  1  and 
fcarcely  was  I  able  to  bear  it *  but  I 
fummoned  every  thing  that  could  give 
me  comfort*  or  infpire  me  with  for¬ 
titude.  Among  other  things  I  con- 
fidered  that  it  was  in  every  refpedl  bet¬ 
ter  than  being  on  the  ground  above* 
expofed  to  the  air  and  other  accidents  * 
that  here,  &t  leaft,  was  a  fafe  retreat* 
that  my  diftrefs  was  neither  owing  to 
my  own  fin  or  folly  ;  and  that,  above 
all,  no  place  is  excluded  from  the 
prefence  of  God  j  that  his  providen¬ 
tial  eye  was  ftill  watching  over  me,  and 

that 
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that  I  was  under  his  prote&ion.  Hav- 
ing  taken  fome  refrefhment,  which  I 
greatly  needed,  and  laid  my  prayers, 
I  laid  me  down  in  one  of  the  apart¬ 
ments  here,  already  mentioned,  with 
all  my  lamps  burning,  and,  being  to¬ 
lerably  compofed  in  my  mind,  and 
very  weary  and  heavy,  having  had 

no  reft  the  night  before,  I  fell  fall 
afleep. 


i 
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CHAP.  XI. 


The  Indians  land.,  and  approach  the  idol ; 
the  high-priejl  interrogates  the  ftatue , 
from  which  Jhe  makes  refponfes ,  and 


injlrufls  them  in  the  principles  of  the 
Chriftian  religion. 


S  foon  as  I  awoke  I  got  up,  and 


Jm  finding  two  of  my  lamps  yet  burn¬ 
ing,  I  took  one  of  them,  walked  to  the 
flairs  that  led  up  to  the  fiatue,  which  I 
afcended,  and  found  the  fun  had  been 
rifen  fome  time,  and  that  it  was 
a  very  fine  calm  morning.  I  had 
not  been  here  long  before  I  heard  a  pro¬ 
digious  noife  of  voices,  when  looking 
forwards,  I  difcovered  a  great  number 
of  Indians  approaching,  at  fome  dif- 
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tance.  The  noife  and  fight  of  them 
ftartled  me  at  firft;  but  recovering  my- 
felf  from  the  furprize,  my  former  in¬ 
tention  ot  fpeaking  to  them  revived> 
and  I  was  the  more  confirmed  in  my 
refolution  to  do  fo  from  a  confideration 
of  the  almoft  impoffibility  of-  living- 
long  under  ground.  Therefore  firft 
commending  myfelf  to  God,  and  my 
intention,  I  waited  for  a  favourable  op. 
portunity  j  in  the  mean  time  fitting  as 
ftill  as  pofiible. 

There  was  a  great  number  of  them 
men,  wromen,  and  children,  who  as 
they  drew  nearer  formed  themfelves,  as 

it  were,  into  ranks,  the  oldeft  men  firfi, 
then  the  younger,  after  thefe  the  eldeft 
women,  and  the  youngeft  ;  laftly  the 

1  3  chil- 
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children,  (no  infants)  boys  and  girls, 
the  I  aft  of  which  brought  up  the  rear. 
But  I  fhould  have  obferved  that  the 
whole  body  of  them  was  preceded  by 
fix  old  men,  their  priefts,  with  a  very 
old  man  at  their  head,  fo  feeble  with 
age  that  he  was  fupported  by  two  others. 

As  foon  as  they  had  formed  themfelves 
in  this  manner,  they  came  on  very  flowly, 

and  with  a  profound  filence.  This  flow 
march  greatly  favoured  me,  and  gave 
me  time  to  be  thoroughly  compofed 
and  fortified.  I  fuppofed  their  reafons 
were  partly  reverence,  and  partly  to  fa¬ 
vour  their  ancient  feeble  high-prieft  ; 
for  fuch  he  was  to  the  fun.  Each  of 
the  priefts  had  a  Email  golden  image 
fufpended  at  his  breaft,  and  a  golden 
coronet.  The  high  prieft  the  fame, 
only  that  his  coronet  was  much  larger ; 

he 
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he  had  befides  a  Jong  ftaff  in  his  right 
hand,  with  an  image  of  the  fun  upon  the 
top  of  it,  alfo  of  gold. 

Having  approached  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  ftatue,  they  all  ftopt ;  when 
the  high  prieft,  and  the  fix  others, 
with  the  whole  afiembly,  very  devoutly 
proft  rated  themfelves  to  the  earth  three 
times  :  all  of  them  continued  proftrate 
on  the  ground,  except  the  fix  priefis, 
who  each  kneeled  on  both  his  knees, 
whiift  the  high-pried  kneeled  only  upon 
one.  The  high  prieft  then  begun  to 
fing  a  kind  of  hymn,  in  praife  of  the 
fun,  as  God,  joined  foon  after  by  the 
priefts,  and,  iaftly,  as  in  a  chorus,  by 
the  whole  affembly.  The  found  of 
their  voices  was  fo  increafed  by  the 

I  4  make 
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make  of  the  ftatue,  that  I  was  hardly 
able  to  bear  it. 

I  ffill  kept  filence  ;  not  thinking  it  as 
yet  a  proper  time  to  interrupt  them. 
When  this  part  of  their  worfmp  was 
over,  they  all  flood,  and  the  high-priefl 
made  an  addrefs  to  the  fun,  in  a  very 
low  feeble  voice,  which  yet  I  could 
hear  very  plainly,  and  to  my  great  joy 
and  encouragement,  perfectly  under- 
flood.  The  purport  of  it  was  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  him  as  the  author  of  all 
things,  the  fupport  of  all,  and  the 
giver  of  all  things,  with  praifes  naturally 
refulting  from  fuch  acknowledgments. 
Then  each  of  the  priefts,  in  his  turn, 
offered  up  a  kind  of  prayer  for  long  life, 
health,  fuccefs  in  hunting  and  fifhing, 
&c.  The  addrefs  of  the  high-priefl 

was 
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was  truly  great  and  elevated,  and  a 
pleafing  fimplicity  and  a  fervency  of 
devotion  ran  through  the  prayers  of 
the  priefts,  which  they  delivered  very 
diftindtiy  and  audibly.  When  the  priefts 
had  finifhed  their  parts,  the  whole  af- 
fembly,  which  had  hitherto  obferved  a 
profound  filence,  except  in  the  chorus, 
begun  theirs.  A  confufed  difharmoni- 
ous  noifed  enfued  j  for  each  had  a  pe¬ 
tition  to  offer  up,  whilft  like  the  priefts 
of  Baal,  they  cried  as  loud  as  they 
could,  as  if  their  God  was  a  great  way 
off",  or  deaf,  and  could  not  hear  them. 

In  thefe  fupplications  even  the  children 
bore  a  part. 

And  now  the  high-prieft  begun  again, 
but  in  a  very  different  manner  than  be¬ 
fore,  who  ftood,  as  did  the  reft,  and 

J  5  very 
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very  pathetically  lamented  the  long 
fi  lence  of  the  oracle,  and,  in  a  kind  of 
agony,  intreated  that  anfwers  might  be 
again  given  to  them.  He  ceafed  at 
times,  when  each  of  the  other  priefts, 
in  his  turn,  continued  the  fame  com¬ 
plaint,  and  the  fame  intreaties.  Every 
time  that  one  of  the  priefts  flopped, 
the  whole  company  made  great  lamen¬ 
tations,,  attended  with  molt  dreadful 
yells.  The  feven  priefts  having  finilhed 
this  laft  part,  a  general  and  profound 
filence  enfued. 

I  now  was  preparing  to  fpeak, 
thinking  I  could  not  have  a  better 
opportunity,  when  the  high-prieft 
gave  me  a  much  fairer  occafion  *  for, 
raifing  his  voice,  feemingly,  as  loud 

as 
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as  he  could,  he  cried,  or  alked,  in  a 
kind  of  exultation. 

Who  is  God  but  the  Sun? 

i  -  j  *  ..  „  \ 

To  whom  I  immediately  replied,  in 
fo  very  loud,  yet  equally  diftinft,  a 
voice,  that  it  ecchoed  back  again  from 
the  end  of  the  ifland. 

He  who  made  the  Sun. 

I  mu  it  acknowledge  I  trembled  when 
I  had  done,  and  was  even  forry  I 
md  fponen,  though  truly  and  pro* 
perly;  yet  I  rightly  concluded  that 
I  mull  proceed— No  fooner  had  I  ut¬ 
tered  thefe  words,  but  the  lay-afiem- 
bly  leaped  up  from  the  ground,  as 
if  frantick  with  joy,  and  with  loud 
fhouts,,  and  Itrange  geftures,  expref- 

16  fed 
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fed  the  tranfports  they  felt,  and  then 
all  fell  proftrate,  whilft  the  priefts, 
with  more  decency  and  gravity,  pro¬ 
foundly  bowed  their  bodies,  three 
times,  to  the  very  earth. 

And  now  the  following  dialogue 
commenced  between  the  high-prieft  and 
me,  the  people  obferving  the  whole 
time  a  folemn  filence. 

High-Prieft.  “  Who  then  is  that 
4c  God  r 

Anfwer .  u  He  who  always  was,  is^ 

and  ever  willl  be.55 

High-Ppefl,  “  Where  does  he  dwell 

•  ,  i 

Anfwer .  “  In  heaven,  though  in- 
li  deed  he  is  prefent  every  where  >  for 

5  I  he 
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“  he  filleth  heaven  and  earth  with  his 
“  prefence — He  fees  all  things  ;  knows 
“  all  things  •,  for  he  made  all  things, 

“  and  fupports  all  things,  by  his  power, 
“  which  is  boundlefs.” 

High-Prieft.  “  Can  we  fee  him  ?” 

Anfwer .  “  No ;  for  no  man  can  fee 
“  God  whilft  he  lives.” 

High-Prieft.  “  Shall  we  then  fee  him 
after  we  are  dead  ?** 

Anfwer.  “  Yes ;  all  good  men  fliall 
“  fee  him,  and  be  happy  with  him ; 
but  every  wicked  man  will  be  ba- 

“  nilhed  from  his  prefence,  and  be  mi- 
ferable.” 


High - 
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High-Prieft.  ct  Who  is  a  good  man  ?” 

Anjwer.  “  He  who  believes  in  God, 
44  who  loves  and  obeys  him,  and  does 
“  by  every  man  as  he  would  be  done 
“  by.” 

High-Priejl.  “  Who  is  a  wicked 
“  man  ? 

Anjwer.  “  He  who  does  not  believe 
44  in  God,  love,  and  obey  him  ;  and  he 
44  who  does  not  do  by  every  one  as  he 
44  would  be  done  by.” 

Here  after  a  Ihort  filence,  he  conti¬ 
nued  his  queftions. 

Higb-Priejl.  “  Are  you  God  ?” 


* 


Anfwtr. 


Anfwer.  “  No.” 


lligh-Prieft.  Are  you  the  fun  r” 

.Anfwer.  “No;  for  the  fun  can 
“  neither  underftand,  nor  fee,  nor 
“  hear,  as  I  do.” 

High-Prieft.  Who  are  you  then  ?” 

Though  I  did  not  mean  to  impofe 
nryfelf  upon  them  as  God,  and  had 
declared  I  was  not  God,  yet  I 
thought  it  necedary  to  check  this  quei- 
tion,  judging  it  as  yet  too  foon  to  de¬ 
clare  myfelf,  and  therefore  replied, 

Anfwer.  “  Do  not  alk  ;  for  I  will 
not  anfwer  to  any  queftions  but  as 
I  fee  proper.” 

3  At 
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At  this  inftant  our  dialogue  was 
ftrangely  ftopt,  and  I  was  greatly  fur- 
prized  to  fee  the  whole  afiembly  throw 
themfelves  upon  the  ground,  tear,  and 
beat  themfelves,  venting  their  grief  in 
cries  and  unintelligible  accents,  the 
priefts  behaving  as  madly  as  they. 
Whilft  I  beheld  this  extraordinary 
change  with  a  concern  and  furprize 
that  prevented  my  fpeaking  to  them, 
they  all  ran  away,  except  the  high- 
prieft,  who  was  too  feeble,  as  faft  as 
they  could  towards  the  fea-fide. 

For  my  own  part  my  ideas  were  fo 
confufed  upon  this  occafion,  that  I  was 
incapable  of  thought.  What  have  I 
faid,  at  laft  cried  I,  within  myfelf,  that 
could  thus  terrify  thefe  people  ?  I  paufed, 
and  as  my  cuftom  is  on  all  fudden  and 

ex- 
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extraordinary  events,  endeavoured  to 
withdraw  my  attention  from  all  outward 
tilings,  and  recoiled!  my  mind  within 
me ;  and  now  happily  I  gueffed  the 
caufe,  as  the  event  proved.  I  had  told 
them  I  was  neither  the  God  I  had  de- 
lcribed,  nor  the  fun,  whom  they  believed 
to  be  God,  and  yet  refufed  to  inform 
them  who  I  was  ;  yet  I  mult  have  ap¬ 
peared  to  them  to  be  more  than  a  mere 
mortal,  and  recolledting  that  it  was  an 
opinion,  common  among  the  untaught 
Indians,  to  believe  that  there  are  two 
beings,  the  one  good  and  the  other 
evil,  anfwering  to  God  and  the  Devil 
with  us  Chriftians,  therefore,  from 
their  fudden  ftrange  behaviour,  I  con¬ 
cluded,  that  they  apprehended  I  mull  be 
the  latter,  the  evil  being  whom  they 
dreaded,  and  therefore  fled.  This  de¬ 
termined 
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termined  the  conduit  1  was  to  purfue. 
I  therefore  immediately  called  to  the 
high-prieft,  who  lay  on  the  ground, 
**  A  rife,  and  learn  to  be  wife  and  happy.’5 

But  obferving  that  he  continued  mo- 
tionlefs,  and  not  knowing  but  he  might  be 
d‘ead,  I  extended  my  voice  to  the  higheft 
pitch  I  could,  depending  on  the  me. 
chanifm  of  the  ftatue,  for  its  reaching 
to  the  ears  of  the  affrighted  multitude  j 
and  thus  called  after  them  :  “  Return, 
€i  I  am  not  the  evil  being  whom  ye 

e;  '  a 

“  dread ;  return  and  provoke  me  not, 
“  to  deftroy  you,  before  you  can  reach 

•  ■'  '  •  y’ 

“  your  own  more.” 


I  know  not  whether  the  cafuifts  may 
juftify  this  artifice  from  fin  ;  but  to 

*  *  -  -  »•  r  * 

me  it  appeared  expedient,  and  was  fuc- 
•  cefsfully 
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ceisfully  adapted  to  their  fears,  for  they 
immediately  halted,  and  began  {lowly  to 
return  back.  At  this  inftant,  perceiving 
the  high-prieft  to  move,  I  repradtifed 
the  fame  artifice  on  him.  44  Arife”  faid 
I*  “  snd  I  will  neither  deftroy  you,  nor 
44  the  people ;  but  if  you  would  pro- 
44  cure  my  favour,  encourage  them 
to  return,  and  to  attend  to  my  in* 
u  flrudtions.” 

He  immediately  arofe*,  .and  turning 
to  the  people,  beckoned  to  them  to  come 
forwards.  This  encouraged  them  to 
come  again  to  their  former  ftation ; 
when  he  faid  to  them,  “  The  oracle  will 
iC  n«t  hurt  you  j  but  he  will  be  heard.5’, 

1  his  was  as  I  wifhed  ;  but,  obferving 
the  figns  of  fear  ftill  ftrongly  ftampt 
upon  them,  I  thus  addrefled  them  : 

“  Fear 
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fear  not,  I  am  not  the  evil 
being ;  and  if  you  will  hearken  to 
“  me,  he  (hall  never  hurt  you.” 

Thefe  words  had  the  defined  effect  ; 
they  immediately  appeared  calm  and 
pleafed,  bowing  to  the  earth  with  pro¬ 
found  reverence.  After  this  the  bigh- 

priefl:  fpoke  to  me,  with  a  trembling 
voice. 

High-Priejl.  “  Will  you  protect  us 
“  from  the  evil  being,  that  he  may  not 
hurt  us  ?” 

V  1  *  *'  *  k  > 

v  r  ^  -  •  r  • 

•  1  •  '  -  .  . 

Anfwer •  “  God,  who  hath  all  power 
€t  only,  and  who  is  good  and  gracious, 
“  will  protedl  you,  and  will  not  fuf- 
44  fer  the  evil  being  to  hurt  you.” 
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High-Prieft.  “  But  muft  we  not  pray 
“  to  the  evil  being  not  to  hurt  us  ?” 

Anfwer.  “  No;  you  muft  pray  to 
“  God  only.” 

*  >  *  .  , 

High-Prieft.  “  Muft  we  not  pray  to 
“  the  Sun  ?” 

Anfwer .  <c  No  ;  for  he  was  made  by 
God,  to  give  you  light  and  heat,  and 
“  has  no  underftanding.” 

High-Prieft.  “  Will  he  not  be  angry 
then,  and  leave  us  in  the  dark.” 

•  •  k  >  » 

Anfwer.  “  No  ;  look  •  at  that  tree 
“  on  your  right  hand,  you  know  it 
grows,  bears  leaves  and  fruit j  do 

you  think  it  can  fee,  or  hear,  or  un- 

“  derftand  ? 

•  *  -  #  ' 

High-Prieft. 
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Higb-Priejl •  “  I  don’t  know.” 

Anfwer.  “  Can  it  move  about  from 
<c  place  to  place,  as  you  do  ?” 

High-Prieft.  “  I  believe  not  ?” 

\ 

Anfwer.  “  I  told  you  before  that 
4,c  God  made  all  things  ;  the  fun  is  one 
<c  of  thofe  things  which  he  hath  made 
“  by  his  great  power,  and  hath  fixed 
it  in  the  air,  but  it  cannot  move 
from  place  to  place*  by  any  power 
“  that  it  hath  in  itfelf,  as  you  can,  but 
“  is  moved  as  God  pleafes.  It  can 
neither  fee,  hear,  fpeak,  nor  think 
iC  as  you  can,  who  therefore  art  a  more 
excellent  creature  than  the  fun,  and 
therefore  muft  not  worfhip  him,  for 
£C  he  was  made  for  yotir  ufe,  any  more 

than 
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“  tkan  you  Should  worlhip  that  tree, 
“  becaufe  it  does  you  good  by  bear¬ 
ing  fruit  for  you  to  eat :  nor  muft 
you  worfhip  any  other  creature  you 
fee,  for  the  fame  reafon  j  becaufe 
they  aie  all  made  by  God  for  your 

ufe,  and  he  hath  given  them  to 
5‘  you.” 

Higb-Prieji.  “  Did  God  fend  you  to 
teach  us  ?” 

■  *  \  •  t  -  ,  t 

Anfwer.  “  He  brought  me  hear,  and 
I  will  teach  you.55 

As  it  was  now  high  noon,  I  thought 

they  might  want  to  refrefh  themfelves, 

and  therefore  faid  4C  Ym, 

c  ltUU>  *  ou  may  now  eat 

“  and  drink>  and  then  I  will  fpeak  to 

“  you  again.”  The  whole  afiembly 

then 
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then  bowed  themfelves,  with  great  re¬ 
verence,  three  times  to  the  ground,  and 
then  fat  down  to  eat  and  drink. 

I  was  myfelf  very  glad  to  have  a 
little  time,  to  confider  how  I  lhould 
proceed  on  this  extraordinary  occafion. 
Whilft  I  took  fome  ref refhment  myfelf, 
I  reflected  very  deliberately  upon  this 
important  bufinefs  I  had  undertaken, 
and  prayed  to  God  that  I  might  be 
the  means  of  inftru&ing  them  in 
the  truth,  and  bring  them,  happily,  to 
the  knowledge  of  Chriftianity.  But  as 
this  affair  required  a  very  mature  de¬ 
liberation,  I  thought  it  would  be  beft  to 
difmifs  them  at  this  time,  and  order 
fome  of  them  to  come  again  the  next 
week.  As  foon  then  as  I  found  that 
they  had  finifhed  their  repaft,  I  faid  to 

the 


n 


§1: 


AMERICAN.  i93 

high-prieft,  “  I  would  have  you  now, 
“  all  of  you,  return  home,  and  you  the 
“  priefts,  and  as  many  of  you  as  will, 
‘‘  may  come  here  again  this  day  week, 
“  but  not  before,  upon  pain  of  my  dif- 
<c  pleafure,  and  then  I  will  inftrudt  you 
e‘  further.” 

r 

Upon  this  they  all  fet  up  a  fhout  of 
joy,  and  having  made  their  obeifances  as 
before,  returned  back  to  the  fhore,  in 
a  reverfed  order  from  that  they  came  in; 
for  now  the  children  walked  firft,  the 
grown  people  next,  and  the  priefts  laft, 
carrying  the  high-prieft  with  them. 


End  of  Vol.  I. 
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Reputable  Circulating  Libraries. 

« 

November  8,  1766. 

E,  Proprietors  of  Circulating  Libraries, 

Rn'fin  r  Tr^V'  'i?PoffiWe  f0  continue  the 

rfS  °f  ^eod/"gB°0ks  t0  Read  on  ^e  late 
°f  Subfcrtption,  with  the  fame  De- 

’  °f  Bepptat‘0n  t0  ourfelves,  and  Satisfac- 
*  ,the  PubIlc>  as  we  did  at  a  time  when 
neither  fo  great  a  number  of  New  Books  were 

publ, fired,  nor  the  Demand  for  them  fo  greTt  s 
oflV fe.b“n  COmpeI,ed  t0  advance  the  Sum 

f  r'1  °Ur  ^  bribe's,  in  ordfr  to 
avoid  the  difagreeable  Alternative  of  throwing 

nv  Ye 1  BK3nCh  f  Bufinefs’  which  hath  fo  ma¬ 
ny  Years  been  a  Source  of  Amufement,  and,  we 

wdl  venture  to  add,  Infineon  to  the  Public,  or 

fuffering  it  to  langudh  through  a  want  of  a 

Proper  Supply  of  -Afeo  f0  elTe ntiallv  ne 

"(fhrJvt°  ,tsCredlt  and  Support.  And  whereas, 
we  have  experienced  the  molt  chearful  Com- 

Xe/r  T  ^ubfcribers  in  the  Payment 
the  trifling  Sum  fo  reafonably  advanced  ud- 
n  them  ;  we  hereby  (each  for  himfelf)  take 

55  Z  ;n 

found)* 


found)  as  {hall  more  than  compenfate  for  the 
faving  of  fo  inconfiderable  a  Sum  as  that  above- 
mentioned,  fince  they  may  be  affured  th  't  it 
is  our  moft  ferious  ‘Intention  to  purchafe  for 
the  Ufe  of  our  Subfcribers  without  Exception, 
a  much  larger  Quantity  and  greater  Variety  of 
New  Books  than  can'poflibly  be  furnilhed  by 
any  One  lending  at  lefs  than 


Four  Shillings  per 

*  -  -,jr 


O  R 


Francis  Noble ,  near  Middle-Row,  Holbourn. 
^^/2JV^i?.StMartin,s-'CoiittyLeicefter-Square. 


T.  Vernor  and  J.  Cbater ,  Ludgate-HilL 

Jonesr  MayVBuildings,  St.  Martins-L^ne* 
WiFi  am  Cooke ,  Queen-Street,  May-Fair. 
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